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PREFACE. 

THE public are at length prefented with the 
Report of a Trial, which has awakened unufual foli-
citude among all clafles of people. When it was 
promifed at an earlier day, it was not forefeen what 
degree of labor and painful attention would be requi-
lite to render it correct. A flrong with to make it 
minutely accurate and firictly impartial has neceffa-
rily protracted the publication to this time. No, 
labor has been fpared to obtain this end : five other 
note-books befides my own, have been examined and. 
the whole have been carefully collated, and if there 
is any merit in the performance it lies in its cor-
reanefs. The teftimony of the principal witneffes 
is given in their own words, that the reader may 
better weigh their refpeEtive claims to belief: this is 
what he can never be fairly enabled to do when the 
reporter undertakes to flate the amount of the tefti-
mony, inftead of the teflimony itfelf, thereby giving 
nothing more than the impreffions it made upon his 
own mind. In the perufal of the following fheets, it 
is hoped, fomething more may be found • than the 
gratification of a temporary curiofity. The critical' 
obferver of manners, and the philofopher who makes 
the human heart his Rudy, will, it is believed, be en-
abled from the piaure here prefented, to catch a 
glance at fome features of real life.—He will here fee 
the advantage Which truth poffetres over prevarication. 
-and falihood. 
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PREFACE. 

( I cannot help noticing two pamphlets which have 
already appeared, both pretenditg to exhibit a car-
reer report of this trial. . 

he firit i publiihed by one Langworth, and was 
in print a few hours after, the trial was over. This 
man has feized with avidity upon the moment, when 
public curiofity was al alive, and if we may credit 
his Own avowal without regard to any thing but re-
muneration, he has publilhed "aft fuch an account as 
might naturally be expel ed from a man a4ing from 
Inch motives. I fitould not have defcended to notice 
this paltry performance here, had he not put it di 
by the infinuation of a .fallhood. It has been trum-
peted round the.firects as " The whale Trial of Levi 
Weeks, taken- in, lhort hand by a gentleman of the ban:" 
Although he may feel a prefent gratification from. the 
fuccefs with which the artifice has been attended, yet 
it is hoped he will find, in the end, that the public 
will not eafily forget In grofs an impacition., 
The other appears under the name of James Har-

die, and is fairly fuffered to find its fate in Bookfell-
faops, without the aid of impoiture. - But in his 

-flatemeut of the teitimony, he has involved tome of 
the. witneffes.in pofit ive and material contradiaions, 
i.vhere in reality there were none. This may be ac-
counted for from the unfavourable fituation in whicl. 
he fai to take his; notes, as well as from fame other 
_ circurnilances not irreconcilable with the matt inno-
cent intentions; but furely a confcientious mari 
cannot but feel fonte degree of uneafinefs, that he 
has done a thing in the face of the public—at once, 
In injurious to truth, and to the individual who is 
affetled by.it., Thefe remarks are made with fame 
reudatice upon a man, who I am told, has a confi-
derable (hare of literary merit,. ) 
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PREFACE. 

On the queftion of the Guilt or Innocende of the 
accufed, I fball fay noth ng, as I conceive it i • not 
the province of an individual to re-judge his cafe or 
arraign the verdia of his peers. After a long and 
impartial trial, his country have pronounced him 
Innocent, and the langliage of . that verdij ft 
be conclufive.i.. A faithful eichibition• of the fa&s. 
on which that decifion was built, is all that is affign, 
od to me, and this duty I have endeavoured to dif-
charge to the heft of my ability. 

^ WILLIAM COLEMAN. 

April 12. I 890. 



Court of Oyer and Terminer, &e. 

Beguia and held at the City Hall of the City of New-York, on 

Tuesday the 25th day of March, 1800. 
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His. Hon. Mr. Justice LANSING, 

His Hon. RICHARD VARICK, Mayor, 

His Hon. RICHARD HARISON, Recordej 
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TRIAL, 

MONDAY, MARCH 31. 

THE Court affembled at to o'clock in the 
I 

forenoon, and Proclamation having been made in the 
ufual form, the prifoner was put to the Bar. 
The Pannel was then called, and thirty-four Jurors 

appeared and anfwered to their names. The Clerk 
then addreffed the prifoner, " Levi Weeks, prifoner 
at the bar, hold up your right hand, and hearken to 
what is faid to you.—Thefe good men who have 
been laft called, and who do now appears are' thofe 
who are to pafs between the People of the State of 
• New-York, and you, upon your Trial of Life and 
Death: If, therefore, you will challenge thein, or ei-
ther of them, your time to challenge is, as they come 
to the book to be fworn, and before they are fworn, 
and you will be heard." 
The Clerk then proceeded to call the Jury from 

the Pannel, and the firft having come up, and being 
defired to place his hand upon the book, he ad-
dreffed himfelf to the Juror and the Prifoner; " Ju-
ror, look upon the Prifoner; Prifoner, look upon 
the Juror—and adminiftered the following Oath: 
" You fhall well and truly try, and true deliverance 
make, between the People of the State of New-York, 
and Levi Weeks the prifoner at the bar, whom you 
!hall have in charge, and a true verdia give accord-

• 
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ing to evidence, fo help you God." All the 1:1),..takers 
upon the Pannel, excepting James Hunt, as , they 
were called, .Catne up. to the Court and repelled to 
be excufed from ferving on the Jury, as they had 
fcruples of confcience which prohibited them from 
fitting to determine on a cafe of life and death—and 
the court excufed them accordingly. 
The prifoner challenged eleven of the Jurorh,..who 

were fet afide of courfe ; the Affiflant Attorney Gen-
eral alfo challenged one for fome expreflions which he. 
had been informed had dropt from him, but finding 

could not be fupported, he gave it up. 

(JURORS SWORN. 

Garrit Storm, 
Simon Scherrnerhorn, 
Robert Lylburn; 
George Scriba, 
Richard Ellis, 
James Itnnt, 

John Rathbone, 
William Wilfon, 
Wm. G. Miller, 
Samuel Ward, 
William Walton, - 
Jasper Ward. 

t°,''The Clerk then addreffed the Jury, " Gentlemen of 
the Jury, the prisoner at the bar, (lands Indiaed in 
the words followirig, to wit. 

City and County of 
New-York, S -P• THE Jurors of the People of the State 

of New-York, in and for the city and county of New-York, on 
their Oath present, that .LEVI WEEKS, late of the seventh 
ward, of the city of New-York, in the county of New-York, la-
bourer, not having the fear of God before bis eyes, but being mov-
ed and seduced by the instigation of the devil, on the - 22d day of 
December, in the. year of our Lord 1799, wfth force and arms at 

the ward aforesaid, at the city and county aforesaid, in and upon 
one GULIELMA SANDS, in the Peace, of God, and of the 
said people then and there being, feloniously; wilfully, and of his 

• malice aforethought, did make .an assault, and that the said Levi 
Weeks, then and there felonious, wilfully, and of his malice a-
forethought, did take the said Gulielma Sands into both the hands 

!re 
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of him the said Levi Weeks, -and did then and there feloniously, 
wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, cast, throw, and push the-
said Gulielma Sands, into a certain Well there situate, wherein 
there then was a great quantity of water; by means of which said. 
casting, throwinc, and pushing, of the said Gulielma Sands into the 
well aforesaid, by the said Levi Weeks, in the form aforesaid,. the 
said Gulielma Sands, in the well 'aforesaid, with the water afore-
said, was then and there choaked, suffocated, and drowned; of which' 
said choaking, suffoCatince'), and drowning, the said Gulielma Sands, 
then and there instantly died. And so the Jurors aforesaid, upon 
their oath aforesaid, do say, that the said Levi Weeks, her the said' 
Gulielma Sands in the manlier and form aforesaid, feloniously, 
wilfully and of his malice aforethought, did then and there kill 
and murder, against the peace of the said People and there digni-
ty : And the .. Jurors aforesaid, on their oath aforesaid, do further 
present, That the said Levi Weeks, not having the fear of God 
before his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation of 
the Devil, on the same twenty-second day of December, in the 
year of our Lord 1799, with force and arms, at the same seventh 
ward of the city of New-York, in the county of New-York afore-
said, in and upon Gulielma Sands, in the peace of God and of the 
said People, then and there beiw,, feloniously, wilfully, and of: 
his malice aforethought, did male an assault, and her the said 
Gulielma Sands, then and there feloniously, wilfully, and of his 
malice aforethought, did strike, beat, and kick, with his hands and 
feet, in and upon the head, breast, back, belly, sides, and other, 
parts of the body of her, the said Gulitlma Sands, and did then 
and there feloniously, wilfully, and of his..maliee aforethought; 
cast, and throw the said Gulielma Sands, down unto and upon th.-
ground, giving unto the. said Gulielma Sands, then and there by 
the beating, striking, and kicking her, the said Gulielma -Sands, in 
manner aforesaid, several mortal strokes, wounds, and bruises, in 
and upon the head, breast, back, belly, sides,- and other parts of. 
the body of her the said Guild= Sands, of which said mortal 
wounds, strokes and bruises, the gaid Gulielma Sands then and' 
there instantly died :—And so the Jurors aforesaid, upon their 

Gu-
lielma Sands, in manner and form aforesaid, then and, there 
oath -,aforesaid, 'do say, that the said Levi W eeks, her the 

ouSly, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought,. did, kill and mur--
der, against the Peace of the said People and their Dignity. ) 

Upon this Indi&ment the prifoner at, the bar hath. 
been arraigned, and on his arraignment, hath plead— 
ed not guilty, and is now to be tried by his country,, 

• • ' 
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which country you are; fo that your charge is, gen-
tlemen, to enquire whether the prifoner at the bar is 
guilty of the felony whereof he ftands Indiaed, or is 
not guilty; fo fit together and hear your evidence." 
The Affiftant Attorney General then addreffed the 

Court and Jury: 
(1' In a caufe which appears fo greatly to have excit-

ed the public mind, in which the prifoner has thought 
it neceffary for his defence, to employ fo many ad-
vocates diftinguifhed for their eloquence and abili-
ties, fo vaftly my fuperiors in learning, experience 
and profeffional rank; it is not wonderful that I 
fhould rife to adclrefs you under the weight of ern-
barraffments which fuch circumftances aaually ex-
cite. But gentlemen, although the abilities enlift-
ed on the refpeaive fides of this caufe are very un-
equal, I find confolation in the refieaion, that our 
talks are fo alfo. While to my opponents it belongs 
as their duty to exert all their powerful talents in 
favour of the prifoner, as a public profecutor, I' 
think I ought to do no more than offer you in its 
proper order, all the teflimony the cafe affords, 
draw from the witneffes which may be produced on 
either fide all that they know, the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing 1:=4.1t the truth. If I had the pow-
er of elating the paffions and biaffing the judgment, 
which thofe oppofed to me poi-refs, I fhould .think it 
unjuflifiable to exert it on fuch an occafion. 

Levi Weeks, the prifoner at the bar, is indiaed 
for the murder of Gilliam Sands. He is a young 
man of reputable conneCtions, and for ought we 
know, till he was charged with this crime, Of irre-
proachable charaCter, nay of amiable and engaging 
manners, infomuch that he had gained the affeaions 
of thofe who are now to appear againft him as wit-
neffes on this trial for his life. Thefe are drown. 
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ftances greatly in his favour, and there is no reafon 
to fear that they will not be urged with all their 
force. We are aware that you will not convi& 
fuch a one of the horrid crime of which he is accufed 
upon lefs thati the utmoft evidence that the nature 
of the cafe admits, and that you will notsreadily be 
convinced that one fo young has already embrued 
his hands in the blood of the innocent. 
The deceafed was a young girl, who till her fa-

tal acquaintance with the prifoner, was virtuous and 
modeft, and it will be material for you to remark, 
always of a cheerful difpofition, and lively manners, 
though of a delicate contlitution. We expe& to 
prove to you that the prifoner won her affeaions, 
and that her virtue fell a facrifice to his affiduity; 
that after a long period of criminal intercourfe be-
tween them, he deluded her from the houfe of her 
proteaor under a pretence of marrying her, and car-
ried her away to a well in the fuburbs of this city, 
and there murdered her.—(Here the Ate y. 
Gen. fuddenly flopped a few feconds, as if overpowered 
with his emotions.)—No wonder, gentlemen that my 
mind fhudders at the piaure here drawn, and re-
quires a moment to recollea myfelf. 

In order to enable you to dire& your/ attention 
the better to the teftimony that will be offered, I fhall 
proceed to detail to you more particularly the proof 
which I expea will be made. 
I will not fay gentlemen, what may be your verdia 

as to the prifoner, but I will venture to affett, that 
not one of you or any man who hears this caufe, 
fhall doubt that the unfortunate young creature wha 
was found dead in the Manhattan well, was molt 
barbaroully murdered. 

Elias Ring, and Catherine his wife, keep a board-
ing-houfe in the upper part of Greenwich-ftreet; the 

,Y? 
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deceafed was a diftant relation of theirs who lived 
,with them. Hope Sands, a filler of Mr. Ring, and 
Margaret Clark, lived in the fame houfe. In July 
!aft, the prifoner was received into the houfe as a 
boarder. Upon his firit corning, for about a month, 
he fhewed fome attention to Margaret Clark, but 
foon after was obferved to attach himfelf in a very 
particular manner to the deceafed. Their condua 
foon led to fufpicions in the family, that there was 
an improper'intercourfe between them. In the month 
of September, Mrs. Ring fled from the fever, leav-
ing the care of her houfe to her hufband, and the. 
deceafed; and leaving in it alfo the prifoner and fome-
other boarders. Mrs. Ring remained out of town a-
bout fix weeks, and in that time it is certain that 
the prifoner and the deceafed lived together in the 
molt intimate manner. On the firfl. of December 
laft, the deceafed difclofed to Hope Sands, that on 
the next Sunday the was to be married to the pri-
foner, but at this time, and whenever afterwards the 
fpoke on the fubjea, enjoined on'Hope the firiaeft 
fecrecy, forbidding her to tell even Mrs. „Ring, fay.. 
ing that Levi meant to keep their marriage a fecret, 
even from her (Hope) and therefore that no one 
fhould go with them to fee the ceremony perform.. 
ed. 

Between this time and the time of her departure 
from the houfe, it will be feen, the frequently fpoke 
of her approaching marriage, and always with cheer-
fulnefs and a lively pleafure. On Saturday, the 2111•; 
of December, the day before the fatal accident—Hope 
difcIOfed the fecret to Mrs. Ring, informing her, 
that Elma was to be married the next evening. On 
the Sunday abont dinner-time, Mrs. Ring difcoveral 
to the deceafed, that fhe knew her intentions. The 
deceafed, you will find, then confeffed that the wai to; 
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be married, and that the prifoner was to come for 
her that night at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Ring preffed the 
deceafed to be of the party—She faid Levi would not 
confent, as he meant to keep his marriage a perfe& 
fecret from all. In the evening you will fee, the 
deceafed began to drefs herfelf, in which Mrs. Ring 
aflifted her; the deceafed appeared perfealy cheerful 
all this time, the put on her hat and thawl, and went 
to a neighbor's and borrowed a muff, which the pro-
rnifed to return in a little time. She alfo took up a 
pocket-handkerchief belonging to one of the boarders, 
faying the fhould not make ufe of it, and would return 
it before it was miffed. You will have evidence that 
the prifoner had left the houfe of Mr. Ring, about 
five o'clock in the afternoon, and that about eight 
o'clock in the evening the deceafed flood leaning over 
the front door, looking out—that Mrs. Ring defired 
her to come in, faying, the did not believe Levi would 
come, to which the anfwered, the did not fear, it 
was not yet eight, but the left the door and went in 
with Mrs. Ring, and in a little time the prifoner re-
turIned, and came into the room where was Elias 
Ring, Mrs. Ring, the deceafed, and two boarders, 
by the namesf Lacey and Ruffel. Mrs. Ring fet 
with them about; five minutes, when the got up and 
went to the ftreet-door, and leaned over it till Lacey 
and Ruffel went up.flairs to bed. She then left the 
ftreet door, and as the does perfealy remember, thut it 
after her; the went into the room again, and was 
hardly feated when the dcceafed went up Itairs; Mrs. 
Ring immediately followed her, found her in .,her 
room above, pinned on the thaw' for her, and after 
being with her not more than two minutes, left her 
in the room oppofite the itairs, juft on the point of 
coming down. Mrs. Ring returned to the room 
below where the prifoner was; in about a minute he, 
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took up his hat, and as he opened the room-door to 
go out, Mrs. Ring heard femebody Come lightly 
down the ftairs, and as the fuppofes, meet him at the 
bottom; the then heard two voices whifpering at the 
foot of the ftairs for about a minute, the then heard 
the if reet door open and immediately fhut, (he took a 
candle and went to the door to look after them but it 
was dark and fo many people paffing, that the could 
not diftinguifh any one. The ftreet door you will 
find, opens with a great and remarkable noife, in 
confequence of its being out of order. Gentlemen, 
it will be neceffary for you to pay particular attention 
to this part of the evidence, for if you do believe 
that the prifoner, at this time, went out of the houfe 
with the deceafed—I do not fee how he can be acquit-
ted'. After Mrs. Ring (hut the door, it was not again. 
opened till the time when the fuppofes the prifoner and 
the deceafed went out. We (ball (how you that there 
were no other perfons in the houfe till ten or eleven 
o'clock, but Elias Ring, who remained in the common 
,fitting room, and the two lodgers, Lacey and Ruffel, 
who we (hail prove to you lodged together, and were 
not out of their lodging-room, from the time they 
went up flairs. From this time the deceafed was 
never after leen till her corps was found in the Man,. 
hattan Well. She had the marks of great violence 
upon her, and great part of her cloaths were torn 
off. 
We (ball produce a number of witneffes, who, 

between the hours of 8 & 9 of the evening of the 2, 2d. 
of December, heard, from about the place of the .well, 
the voice of a female crying murder, and entreating 
for mercy. It will be fhown to you, gentlemen, that 
there was the track of a fingle horfe neigh, which 
ve (ball prove that at fome time between the Saturo 
day night before, and Monday morning fucceeding, 
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Inuft have come oui of Greenwich.fIreet., and palled 
in a very extraordinary manner near the brink 
of the well ; that the snow round the edge of the 
well was much trodden, and that the fleigh after 
having made a curious turn or ftop near the well, 
mull have paired on to the Broadway road, and, in 
coming into that, turned towards town. 
We fhall proceed to thew you, that on the evening 

after the 2,2e1 of December, loon after the deceafed 
left her houfe, the was met a few hundred yards from 
her houfe in the way towards the road that leads to 
the well, in company with two men. That a few 
hundred yards further on, and about the fame time, 
a fingle horfe fleigh was feen.with two men and a 
woman in it ; the horfe of a dark colour and with-
out bells, paffing on towards the road or ftreet which 
leads from Greenwich ftreet to the well. 
Our next teftimony will be, to prove to you, that 

a number of young gentlemen riding for pleafure on 
the fame evening, as they were coming into town, 
between 8 and 9 o'clock, on the Broadway road, 
when they were fome diflance nearer to the town 
than the place where the track of the one horfe fleigh 
was difcovered to have turned into the Broadway 
road, they were .overtaken by a fingle horfe fleigh, 
• which paffed them with the boric on a full gallop, and 
without bells; there, were two men in it and the horfe 
was dark coloured. We fhall then fhow you that 
Mr. Ezra Weeks, the brother of the prifon-er, was the 
owner of a fingle fleigh, and a dark horfe, and 
that the prifoner had accefs to it when he - chofe, 
and we {hall produce to you fuch teftimony, as 
we fuppofe will fatisfy_ you that this horfe and fleigk 
was taken out of the yard of Ezra Weeks, about 3 
o'clock in the evening of the azd of December, and 



ts 1 

was returned-again into the yard in lefs than half an 

hour. 
You will fee, gentlemen of the Jury, that we have 

only circurnftantial evidence to offer to you in this, 
cafe, and you mtift alfo perceive that from its nature 
it a'dmits of no other. I fhall, however, referve my 
remarks upon this fubjeEt, for a future flage in the 
caufe; and than, without delaying you longer, pro-

ceed to call the witneffes.e 
The Counfel for the prifoner moved the Court for 

permiffion to take the teftimony of Elizabeth Wat-
kins, who was now in an adjoining houfe, on the 

following affidavit of Jofeph Watkins: 

City of New-York, ss. 
JOSEPH WATKINS, being duly sworn, cloth depose and 

say, That Elizabeth Watkins, his wife, was brought to bed on the 
sixteenth day of March instant, and that she has been very unwell 
ever since, and still is so, and that she has never been down stairs 
since she was brought to bed, and that he verily believes it would 
very much endanger her health to attend court. And this deponent 
cloth further say, That the said Elizabeth Watkins' breasts were very 
sore and festered. And further this deponent saith not, 

JOSEPH WATKINS. 

Sworn this 31st March, 1800, before me, • 
JOHN LANSING, Jun. 

Mr. Affiflant-Attorney.General faid, that he fhould 
not now make any objeaions to it, as itappeared that 
the fnuation of the witnefs was fuch that her perfonal 
attendance was abfolutely impoffible. Whereupon, 
Mr. Juitice Lanfing went with the Affiftant-Attor-
ney-General and Gen. Harniltont to take the depofi-
tion of the witnefs. After they had returned into 
Court, the firft witnefs on the part of the profecution 

was called. 
CA flIARINE RING affirmed.—[It was now 

moved that the hufband of the witnefs, being alio a 
witnefs, fhould withdraw out of hearing during her 
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examination, which the court ordered, faying the 
prifoner had a right to it of courfe, if he requefted it.] 

he witnefs then proceeded : 
In July la% Levi Weeks came to board in our 

foon after which he began to pay attention 
to Margaret Clark, till about the 28th of they 8th: 
Month, when the went into the country. About two 
days after her abfence, Gulielma Sands " asked me" 
—Here the was flopped by the counfel for the pri-
foner, who prayed, the opinion of the Court, whe-
ther any declarations of the deceafed were admiffi-
ble as evidence. They contended that this was a cafe 
of hear-fay teftimony, and did not come within any of 
the exceptions in the books.-- They admitted that the 
declarations of a murdered perfon were fornetimes 
leceived as evidence againfl a prifoner, but it was only 
,when they were made after the fatal blow, in his laft 
moments and when he mull be fuppofed to be under 
an equal folemnity with that of an oath. 
/The Attorney-General infifted that fuch tethmony 

vtas proper to fhow the difpofition of mind in the 
deceafed, when the left the houfe on the night of the 
fatal accident; that this was the only way to difcover 
whether the was found in her intelleecs, or whether 
the was not under the impreffions of melancholy— 
and that in reality, this was one of thofe cafes, where 
evidence was to be admitted upon the neceffity of the, 
thing. To fupport his argument he produced 4 State 
Trials, 487, 488, idem 29a, 298; Leeche's Cafes, 
399, idem 397, idem 437; 2 Bacon 563; Skinner's 
Reports 402. 
Mr. B. Livingston replied. He denied that State 

Trials was any authority. The cafe in Skinner he faid 
was certainly not law; and he read an authority from 
Hawkins, P. C. 447, and the cafe from Leech, 347,, 
was in oppolition to the principle contended for on 
the other fide. 
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Col. Burr fubjoined a few remarks. After flaring 
what he thought ought to be the only exception to 
receiving hear-fay evidence viz. That it mutt be con-
fined to cafes in extrenzis, after the fatal blow given, 
he obferved, that befides that the book is no authori-
ty in the firfi cafe read by the Affifbant-Attorney. 
General, the witnefs was fuffered to proceed without 
interruption, and no point was made to the Court 
refpeaing it. As to the 2d. cafe, it wasin the court 
of feffions in Scotland, and could not be confidered as 
any authority here. He affirmed that Woodcock's 
cafe, although produced on the other fide, was per. 
fealy confiftent with the opinion which he held. 
The Court unanimoufly refufed to admit the teflimony'i 
The witnefs then went on, being told to fuppreit 

' whatever Elmore had said to her.—" Elmore lived 
in our houfe with us three years, as our child. After 
Margaret Clark had gone into the country a few days, 
Levi became very attentive to Elmore, to whom I 
mentioned it, and the did not deny it. She and Levi 
were left together with my hufband either the Toth 

or the i ith of the 9th month. 
by the counsel for the Prisoner. Which room did 

Elm a fleep iv while you were in the country ? 
,, A. In the front room, fecond fiory". 
t After I had been abfent about 4 weeks, I received a let-
er from my hufband, defiring me to come home as he 
was vet ylonefome. I at firft determined to return imme-
diMely, but I always thought Levi a man of honor, 
and that he did not intend to promife further than he 
intended to perform ; therefore I flayed two weeks 
longer, and I came home fix weeks to a day. After my 
return I paiditria attention to their condua, and faw 
an appearance of mutual attachment, but nothing 
improper ; .and always difcovered fufficient in their 
countenance to convince me what was in agitation 
between them; and he waz frequently in the roorn 

when the was tick. In a fhort time alter my return, 
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ihe concluded • to pay a vifit to her friends in the 
country, though {he did not feem very anxious to go 
as it was fo late in the feafon ; however, after the got 
ready to go, Levi accompanied her to the veffel, 
and the Ilayed about two weeks. During her indif-
pofition he paid fter the lisiaeft attention, and fpent 
feveral nights in the room, faying he did not like to 
leave her with Hope, (my filter) fearing fhe might 
get to fleep and neglea her; and in the night he want-
ed to go for a phyfician, but I difcouraged hini, think-
ing the would get better by the' morning. One night, 
after the had got much better, chufing to fleep alone, 
the went to bed; and as I fuppofed, Levi was gone 
alio. (Here the counfel for the prifoner ftopped the wit-
Vefs, to inform the court that Elias Ring, although order- - 
ed out, had returned and was ftanding behind his wife the 
witnefs; the court ordered the conftable to take him out, 
and reprimanded him for his behaviour.) In about two-
hours I thought I would ftep up into her room and fee 
how fhe did—I flipped off my fhoeS, and going quick 
without making much noife, I partly opened the door, 
and faw him fitting by the fide of herbed, and the 
door was {hut againft me, I took it to be by him, be-
caufe fhe was in bed and could not reach the . door.— 
The next morning he faid he had made a fire juft 
before day in his own room, and he difcovered more 
•concern than I expeaed. 

Not a day paired but convinced me more and more 
that he was paying his attentions to her ; I often 
found fitting and [landing together, and once in parti-
cular I found them fitting together on her bed. On the 
a 2d of December, my fifter Hope went to meeting;and 
Levi went to his brother's; in a fhort time he return-
ed, having fallen and hurt his knee, which circum-
flance, it {truck my mind, would prevent their inten-
tions for that time Sylvanus Ruffel faid, Levi you 
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won't be able to go out to-day—He anfwered, I am 
determined to, to-night. Elma then dreffed his knee 
for him—it was not much of a hurt7--I faw it—fhe got 

plaiffer. After the had dreffed it—he went up (lairs 
a fhort time—the alfo followed him, and was gone I 
fhould fuppofe, confiderably more than an hour, this 
was about noon. His apprentice came down to do forne-
thing, and in a little time went up, but foon returned 
again; the thought ffruck me that they had fent him 
down to get him out of the way. Between 12 and 
o'clock the came down into the room where I was pre-
paring dinner, with a finding countenance, and feemed 
much pleafed. I fpent the afternoon with her; her coun-
tenance and behaviour was calm and compofed, and 
fully happy, ag likewife her appetite remarkably good. 
I left her a fhort time, and went into another room; 
when I returned, I found Levi fitting by the fire with 
her, appearing fully compofed and happy; but he foon 
left us and went up flairs—fhortly after Elam went 
an; in about zo minutes the returned not quite 
dreffed, with her handkerchief in her hand, faying to 
me, " which looks bell ?" Then Levi came down, 
nearly dreffed alfo, with his coat upon his arm, at 
which time, Elma flepped behind the curtain of ,the 
bed. " He faid, " where's Elma ?" I faid, " the is 
hid behind the bed." He faid dont mind me—I want 
you to tie my hair. Elma came out and did fo; Elias 

came in from meeting, and the went up flairs, and 
Levi after her: this was about fun-fet, and the did not 
come down till after dark, and Levi I believe {laid as 
long, for one of the family went up and found them 
together I had got tea ready and waited fome time 
for them to drink tea, thinking they would drink tea 
together; but he did not come. After tea I propofed 
borrowing a muff for her at one of our neighbor's— 
the faid the would go herfelf, and the went and got it. 

0 
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A while after the went to the front door and leaned 
over it, which I foon obferved. I told her I was afraid 
the would take cold; the followed me in, where was 
two young men of the family, Ruffell and Lacy, with 
thy huthand—we all fat together till Levi came 
I then went to the front door, and leaned over it—fort 
after the young men came out arid went fip•flairs to 
bed, at which time I heard the clock firike eight. Af-
ter they had gone up-hairs, I shut the door, and came 
iii, faying, the clock has just struck eight. I fat down, 
and in the courfe of a minute or two after, Elma got 
up and went out, and I obferved Levi's eyes fixed up, 
on her, and I thought he looked at her for to go; iri 
the courfe of about a minute I belidve not more, I 
took the candle and Went up-dairs, the hhd het hat and 
fhawl on, and her muff in her hand; I obferved the 
looked rather paler than usual, but I thotight it a na-
tural confequence, and I told her not to be. frightened. 
I went down, and left her just ready to follow—Levi 
took his hat— • 

ue.flions by Prifiner's Counfel. Pray how long was 
it from the time that Levi came in before Ruffel and 
Lacy went to bed ? 

Anfw. About five minutes. 
;Qiiefl. How long after Ruffei and Lacy were gone 

before you went ? 
-*fa). About one minute perhaps. 
„,q.q0. How long might you remain there ? 

About a minute. 
neft. How long do you fuppofe it was from the 

time Levi came in, till they went out ? 
Anfw. Elma might have remained in • the room 

two minutes; in the whole I dont think all the time 
from Levi's coming in till they went out •exceeded 
ten minutes. 

900. by 'Want Attorney- General. Pray, Mrs. 
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Ring, in what fituation did you leave Elrna up 

flairs. 
Anfw. I left her juft ready to come down, juft 

coming down, the came down almoft inflantly. I 
came down and left her in the room and came in 
where Elias and Levi were fitting; no other perfon 
was up in the houfe but we four. I fet the candle 
down over the fire-place, Levi inflantly took his 
hat and went out into the entry; the moment the 
door opened, I heard a walking on the flairs, and 
direaly I heard a whifpering near the door, at the 
bottom of the flairs for nearly a minute, but fo near 
the door I thought I might underfiand what was laid, ' 
and I liftened for that purpofe; foon I heard them 
Rep along, and the front door opened and the latch 
fell. I took up the candle and run to the door to fee' 
which way they went; it was moonlight, but having 

a candle made it darker. 
Z•tie Ji. by Prifoner's Counfel. Mrs. Ring, are you 

,fure you fhut the door before ? 
Anfw. I am pofitive: it fiuck much, and it was 

difficult to thut it; it was fornething out of order, 
which made a jarring noife, and it Ruck a good deal. 
I then run up 'lairs to feeif the might not he there, 
why I did it, I dont know, I can't fay, but fomehow 
I felt agitated on the occafion, but the was not there 

Zu,efl. by Affifiant Attorney-General. Were the iteps 
deicending the flairs loud or not ? 

Anfw. The fteps coming down were loud. 
Zu,efi. Did you or did you not hear the fteps of 

one perfon only ?, 
Anfw. I heard the ftzps but ofone perfon. 
[The Affiflant Attorney-General now produced a 

plan of the infide of the houfeand the witnefs being 
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Hiked to do" it, explained it to the Jury.] , 
N. 

Zqe./i. How far is it from your room 'door to the 
front door ? 

Anfw.  About ten feet. 

What kind of Rait--cafe is it ? 

Anfw. It is a hollow, clofe itair-cafe. 

- Queft. Would not a perfon coming , down fuch 
make a confiderable noife ? 

Anf. Any perfon certainly would. 

SPZ'yefl. How near is your door to the ftairs ? 

Anfw. It is dole to them; it opens againft them. 

Qi.st: How far from the foot of the /lairs to the 
outer door ? 

A Answ. Not more than four feet.' 

Qqe./1. Are you fure about the found of Reps goings 
out ? 

Anfw. I am very pofitive; I heard ,the Reps very 

Qctefl. As to the Reps on the Itairs, how was it ? 

Anfw. As he opened the ' door of our room, I 
heard the Rep on the Rain. 

Qiiel. Could you not have been miflaken? was 
there no noife in the room where you- was ? 
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Anfw. There was no noire at all, nor any body 

there but my hufband. 

.Qyefi. by the Court. Did Levi return to his lodg, , 

ings the fame evening? 
Anfw. I was going to tell, about ten o'clock he 

returned, and his apprentice was there waiting fot 
him as he had the key of the room, and the boy 
could not go to bed. The mc meat he opened the 
door I caft my eyes upon him, his countenance 
was pale and much agitated. His 0,prentice was 
flandinc, waiting for him, ' he came to the fire, 
took the key out of his pocket and gave it to 
him, faying in a fhort tone, go to bed. He fat 
down and faid, Is Hope got home? I anfwered, Is i\Peo 

Elma gone to bed? I anfwered, No—She is gone 
out, at leall I faw her ready to go, and have good reafon 
to think flue went. He faid, Pin furprifed Jhe fhould go 
out fo late at night and alone. I replied, I've no reafon 
to thigi dhe went alone, to which h r. made no reply, 
but looked earneft. a - d thoughtful and leaned down 
his head on his ha' d in this manner, [putting her 
hand over her lefttye, and leaning her head upon it. 

eJ.  by Affiflant Attorney- General. Had any thing 
paffed to lead him to believe that [he went out alone? 

Anfw. 'No, there had not. 

.teefl. by the Court. Did you exprefs any alarm to 

him ? 

Anfw. No :—Feeling very uneafy and agitated, 
I thought I would fpeak to Levi more particularly than 
I had done and I toldElias to go to bed, and I wouli 
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fa; the child and bring it to him; and he got up to 
go, upon which Levi inflanly rofe and went up flair. 
I thought the had gone to one of the neighbours to 
leave the muff; I was then determined to fit up 
until the flaould come in: I accordingly put out 
the- candle and covered up the fire, fuppofing that 
perhaps he would come down after he thought us 
a-bed, and let her in; after waiting till about 12 
p'clock and nothing appearing, I lit the candle and 
.fearched the houfe, thinking perhaps that the had 
come in; and went to every room excepting that 
where the two lodgers was a-bed, and to Levi's room; 
I went to his door twice, but feemed as,,if I had not 
.power to enter, I thought perhaps the might be fit-
• th by Levi's ftove. I then went to bed, and my 
hutband was much furprized at my Londua in fit-
.ting up. and fearching through the houfe: I thought 
perhaps the had flayed at Henry Clements. The next 
morning the boarders breakfafted early, about day 
light, as ufual, Levi came to breakfaft. ' 

Ottefl by the Court. Was ,any thing laid about 
Elma at brea.kfaft, b,y any body. 

Anfw. No,' nobody mentioned her :---7-After 
he had been out awhile,. I heard fome perfort 
enter the houfe and run foftly up flairs, and ex-
peed it was her, and intended to go and fee; foon 
after which Levi came in, faying, Is Elma got home ? I 
anfwered I have not _leen her: I felt provoked that he 
fhould a& me where the was, and thought that at leaft 
he might be fluent. He then faid, j am furprized 
,where fhe ihould be, I anfwered I expeR file is up fiairs,. 
I heard fome one go up; he replied, it was me you heard 
obferved, thee went more foftly than ever before, and I'm 
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f'itre Ithought it her fiep. He immediately run up 'lairs, 
and initantly returned, faying, Jhe is not in the fecond 
fiory; I did not believe him, and went up myfelf: 
when I returned he was flancling at the front door 
but dont recollekhis faying any thing; when I faid, 
I'm furprized where 'he Jbould be, but went aWay; 
fome time after he came in again and faid, Is Ehnd re-
turned? I anfwered no. Have you ferit any where for 
her ? I anTwered no. He faid, why have riot you ? I 
anfwered, I did not think of fending, expeEting her in. 
every minute. Hefaid, I am furprized at-her going 
out fo late and alone: faid, indeed Levi to tell 
thee the .ttuth, I believe the went with thee, the told 
me the was to, and I have good teafon to think the 

He looked furprized, and faid, if the had gone 
-.with me the would have come with me, and I never 
flw her after the left the room. He then went out. 

uellion by the court.—Was there any thing un-

common in his manner ? 

. _1.4/wen—There was to be fOre, more than I can 
exprels. • . 

,PuOion by ,prfo ' ner s counsel .—Do you - mean that 
"this was 'alter you expreffed your 'furprize ? - 

Ay-wer.—I had obferved his looks fixed upon me 

before ? 

..9,..ziefiion by court.—Did you tell him of this, did 
. . 

you obferve to him that there was a difference in his 

lock ? 

Anfwer.—I did not then. 

In a fhort time after, the owner of the muff called 
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for as Elma had promifed to return it the night 
it was borrowed, or early. the next morning; I told 
her I would fend for it, and the girl thould fetch it 
home as I expeaed Elm was at Henry Clements, 
the anfwered the would fit with me, and fat thiwn, 
during which time Levi came in, and fat until the 
girl\ returned, faying, Elma had not been there. I 
was {truck with aitonithment, although my uneafi-
nefs had been great, yet I fully expeaed the was 
there ; the perfon immediately faid, I guefs, the has 
gone to be married, and that made her borrow my 
muff; I anfwered, married or not I think it very 
ungenerous not to return it, and likewife to keep 
me in fufpence and uneafinefs; at Which converfa-
tion Levi gave no anfwer, but fet with his head 
down, and then he went out. Soon after this my 
filler returned; in a fhort time after Levi came in, 
the immediately attacked him, faying, where is El-
ma, I know thee knows, tell me ingenuoully far 
Caty is very uneafy, and lays Elma told her the was 
going with thee, and the is fore the did; he looked 
furprized, and faid, Jhe told Caty fo ? why if the had 
went with me, the would have returned with me; 
I never faw her after the left the room, and am fur-
prized you would think of my keeping you in fuf-
pence. The day paffed without much more being 
faid, except my faying I had been to the door fifty 
times to look for her; he anfwered he had looked 
more than fifty times, he could not keep his eyes 
from the fireet. The next morning being Tuefday 
the 24th, after the boarders had breakfafted, none 
of the family up but them and myfelf, they all went 
out excepting Levi, who feeing me much difireffed 
walked the room feveral times, appearing much agi-
tated, came to me, and taking hold of my arm, faid, 
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Mrs. Ring, don!t grieve fo, I am in hopes thing& 
will turn out better than you expea ; to which I 
gave no anfwer, as I expeaed he was then going to 
tell Inc the whole matter. He foon however took 
his hat and went away. Nothing more was faid 
til afternoon, when myfelf and filler being fo dif-
treiTed we determined to ftand it no longer, and we 
were about to fend for him when he again came 
in, laid down his hat; but on feeing our agitation, 
he turned round and .was going out; I faid, flop 
Levi, this matter has bec-ome fo ferious, I can fland 
it no longer; I then faid it certainly lays upon 
thee, therefore thee muff make the beft of thy way 
to get clear of it; he faid, he was willing to give 
what fatisfaaion he could, being forry to fee us fo 
t3ifireffed, when I faid if it had been many a perfon 
that I fhould Kaye even been willing for her to have, I 
would not have waited one hour before they Mould 

giveu.an account of her, but my confidence in 
thee was fo great, and fearing too to make her trou-_, 
hie, as flue was bound not to difclofe it, is the rea-. 
fons why I did not immediately mention it. I then 
proceeded : On firft day after 12 o'clock, the came 
down ftairs after being with thee, and told me, 
that night at eight o'clock you w_ere going to be 
married, that you did not go till 8 o'clock on ac-
count of its being froze. I had not proceeded much 
further, if any, before he turned pale; trembled to 
a great degree; was much agitated, and began to 
cry, clafping his hands together, cried out, I'm ru-
ined—I'm ruined—I'm undone forever, unlefs (he 
appears to clear me—my exiftence will be only a 
burden—I had rather die in credit, than live under 
it. Then he proceeded to clear himfelf, faying, he 
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never would attempt to marry without his brother's 
approbation. I replied, the told me, thee had talk-
ed to him twice on the fubjea; he faid iny brother 
can anfwer for himfelf. Thus he proceeded until we 
were hardly able to fupport it; as our dependence 
as to her, was intirely upon him, mot having a 
thought fhort of his knowing where the was, 

On' Thurfday, the 26th of December, about ro 
o'clock, Margaret Clark and her filter Deborah Clark, 
being in the room with me, Levi came in ; feeing us 
much diftreffed, he fat down and endeavoured to com-
fort and confole us, faying, Give her up, fhe is gone no 
doubt, and all our grieving would do no good. With au 
earneft look I turned to him, faying, Levi, give me 
thy firm opinion from the bottom of thy heart, for I 
dont doubt thee has one; tell me the truth, what thee 
thinks has become of her. He replied, Mrs. Ring, 
its my firm belief _the's now in eternity; it certainly is, 
therefore make yourftfeafy, for your mourning will never 
bring her back. I anfwered, why does thee fay fo ? 
what reafon has thee to think it ? Why from things 
I've heard her drop. What were they I afked. Why-
I heard her fay /be wifhed fhe never had an exigence. 
I replied, if thee recolleas, I dont doubt thee has 
heard me fay fo, I acknowledge it's wrong and have 
reproved her for it. 

ireejl. by prifoner's counfel. Pray Mrs Ring, did you 
fay you had will-led that you had never had an exift-
ence ? 

gw. Yes :—I dare fay I have—in this very 
cafe, I tn.thr fay, I wifh I never had an exigence to 
zi)itnefs fuch a fcene. I acknowledge it's wrong, but 
ftill I &fit doubt.' have often fait" fo. I afked Levi, 
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what other reafon' has thee ? Why I ha-vi heard her' 
threaten, if fie had Laudanum, fhe would fzeallow it: 
Why Levi"! How can thee fay fo? as it was always 
eafy for her to get that, it dont bear the weight of a• 
tingle Pcraw with me, and the circiirnfla.nce thee 
alludes to, I believe I was prefent as Well as feveral' 
others, which he did not deny, nor mention any other 
time, which circumflance was this, my filter was un-
well, the doaor had left a fmall hial with her, and 
the had it in her hand, clapped it up to her moutli, 
he faid Elma dont do fo, the replied I thould not be: 
afraid to drink it if full, my hufband antwered why the: 
foolifh creature it would kill thee, the anfwered I 
fhould not be afraid. I th'ought the fpoke not thinking, 
tho' the was ufed to taking large quantities when 
lick, made her think light of it, but I fuppoled the' 

did it only to teaze him. 

. I frequently conVerfed with him on the fubjeot, 
always pointing out the impoffibility of any other per- , 
fons knowing it, all which he never refented. On the 
day of the proceffion he came to me faying Mrs. 
Ring, what objeftion have you to Hope's going with 
me to the alderman to fay what the can in my fa-
vour : I anfwered yes, very great objedions, if- I even 
believed thee. innocent, which I have no reafon to 
think, and its publicly reported of thee, if [he was 
even willing, whiCh I'm fure the is not. Well then 
let her go with my brother: Indeed I've no choice in 
thee or thy brother, ifthe authority calls for her, the 
will anfwer I dare fay to what's- proper. He then faid 
Mrs. Ring, you are not fo much my friend as you 
have been ? Indeed Levi, I fhudder to think t ever 
indulged a favourablesthought of thee. , 

Qest. How long was this hefore her death ? 
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Answ. About three weeks., 
Rztefi. by Ajfiiant Ate y-Gen. Pray, Mrs. Ring, 

I with you would be particular as to her temper and 
.difpofition on the 2 2 d; pray, inform the court 'and 
jury, was it compofed that afternoon ? 

Anfw. Very much fo, 'I never faw her pleafanter 
,in my.life—fhe was more fo than ufual. 

What was her general temper of mind ? 
Anfw. Very lively, open and free. 

Was is not more fo, than is ufual among 
friends ? 

Anfw.  I always thought her difpofition rather too 
gay for a friend, and the altered her drefs and be-
laviour to pleafe me. 

.9sitejf. Pray Madam, has the not always borne .a 
good charaEter, I mean that of a =deft difcreet 

Anfw. Very much fo, I have known her from an, 
infant, but there are others that can fpeak of her, 
who had not that partiality for her that I had. 

.Q.rjefi. Let me afk you, would not the condua 
between the prifoner and her have been efteeme.c1 
improper, if it was not fuppofed they were • foon to 
have been conneaed in marriage.? 

Anfw. Yes". 
How old was the? 

Anfw. About five years younger than myfelf, the 
was about 2 2 at the time of her death. 

.9,yeft. Was Elma one of the Friends .? 
Anfw.  She was not fo, though we withed her to be. 
..q.yffl. Pray what relation was the to you ?. 
Anfw. She is my father's fillers daughter. 
.900. Had the parents living ? 
.A'nfw. Her mother is alive at New-Cornwall; her 

mother ..never was married; ihe to,ok her mother's 
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name of Sands; her father is in Charlefton, South. 
Carolina. 

When was the body found ? 
• Anfw. The I2th day after flie left our houre, or . 
the ad of January. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
urffi. What was the chargter of Levi Weeks, 

while he boarded in your houfe ? 
Aqui. It was fuch as to gain ' the efteem of every 

one in the family. 
kyefl. Was not his moral condu& good ? 
Anfw. I never faw any thing =ifs in it, I fhould 

call it very good. 
.9,zieji. Did you obferve whether the prifoner after 

this affair of the 22d, eat his meals as ufual ? 
I believe he did. 
Was' Erma cOnfidered as an afrociate for 

yourfelf and family,? 
Anfw. She was, I regarded her as a fifter:• 
Q:yejt. Did fhe walk out with your family ever? 
Anfw. Hope and Elma walked out together, they 

were affociates. 
..C2geft. Did Levi ever walk out with her? 
Anfw. No, not as I know of. 

Did he ever walk out with your lifter Hope? 
Anfw. -He went once to a Charity Sermon with 

her, and Elma was to have gone too, but the going 
was wet; and file was not very well, and I would 

not fuffer her to go. 
..Q.z.,tefl. What was the appearance of Elma, the 

day the went out, the 22d of December ? 
. Anfw. She looked rather paler than ufual when I 

pinned on her handkerchief—It was her natural 
coldur. 

.Q...yefl. What was the Rate of Elma's health gen. 

erally ? 
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:Ani.b. For about a year paft the was at- „times ra-

ther unwell. •• 
. Quell.. Had the any habitual illnefs ? 
Aqfw. She was much troubled with the cramp in 

her flomach. ...• . . — 
,Zue://. .Where was her ufual lodging room ? .._ • 
• Anfw. In the front room. She at firft flept in 
the third fiory before the went into the country, but 
for three weeks before her death, fhe flept in the 
back room in the fecond flory. 
..-QuO. Was it not next to, Mr. Watkin's bed room? 
Anfw. It was next I believe. 
Quell. Was there any other female in the houfe, 

when you went to the country ? 
Anfw. There was not. S. 

_Queft. Did you ever afk Levi whether he was en- • 
gaged to Elma ? 
, Anfw. Never till Tuefday, after her death. 
Qzt:fi.:, Nor faid a word about it to him.? 
Anfw. No. 
Quell. Did Levi appear lame in confequence of 

the hurt in his knee, on the 22d ? 
Anfw. I do not recollea. 

Had you everiany reafon to furPeat that any 
other „perfon but Levi had an improper indmacy with 
her ? 

Anfw.- Never. 
Quell. Did you never fay that Mr. Weeks was a 

perfon of a kind difpofition ? 
./Inj: Very likely, for .I always thought him lb. - 
(le•Li.O. Did you never fay that Levi was very at-

tentive to your children or any in. your faMily, when 
they were lick ? 
.Answ. I never did. I could not, fof none of my 

children ever was lick while he was in the houfe. 
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(bj, A A. Gm.) Do You ktiow of what mate, 
rials the wall between your houfe and Watkin'S is 

compofed ? 
Anf dOn't k.noW.) 
HOPE SANDS, being asked if the had'obferf-

ed any intiniacy between the prifoner and the de-
eda:fed ? She ,faid, the firit time I knew then to be 
together in private; was about two weeks after 1 and 
Elrna cdme td town. I then found Levi and Elm tô.. 
gether in her bed-room; I was there with Elma vihen 
Levi came in, on which Elma gave me a hint, I imme-
diately went out, he followed me to the door and. Ihut 
it after the, and locked it.-44 went down ftairs, left k 
my fhoes at the bottom of them, and went foftly up 
to litlen if I could hear their converfatiori, but could 
not underfland any thing although I heard'a whit-per-
ing and flaid at the door along. time, more than an 
hour. Hearing fOme perfon come in below; I. run 
down, where I found Door Snedeker; on my corn-
ing into the room, Peggy Clark took the candle and 
werieup to the rocim iNht-.!e Levi and Elma were; on 
finding the door locked, Ihe returned, much fdrprifed 
at finding it fail, and asked me if I knew who was 
thei-e, I anfwered I will go and fee, the followed me 

ro the door; finding it locked, we went into the 
next rooni, when the door was unlocked, and Levi 
came out. I obferved to Levi that he intended be-
ing very fafe, having fecrured the door that Peggy 
could not gain admittance; he then said, where is 
Peggy, and looked r into the room—but the ftepped 
behind the door, fo that he did not fee her: he then 
left us and went up Itairs. There was rib light in 
the room when I left them, neither when he cable 

out, therefore; I ant pofitive they had not any. I then 
went in zisCi found Elin fitting on the bed: 
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. QØ. ty prisoner's counsel. -Did you ever tell Mrs. 
Ring of this ? 

Ans.w Yes, I told her the fame evening. 
On Monday; the next day after (he was miffing, a-

bout tc, or it o'clock in the Jorenoon, Frriet Levi 
up ftairs alone, I attacked him about her—he denied 
knowing any thing of her, though from his looks I 
was confident he did. He foon began to ufe all p6f--
fible means to convince me of his innocence.., I re-
plied it,was hard to judge one I had fo good an opi-
nion of, but he was certainly the perfon who could. 
give information of her if he chofe. He Lid, do you 
think if I knew where (he was I would not tellyou ? 
The Sabbath evening after (he was miffing, he 

came to me laying, Hope, if you can fly any, thing 
in my favor, do it, for you can do me more good _than' 
any friend I have in the world to clear me; there-
fore, if you can fay any thing, do it before the body 
is found, as after it will do me no good ; bui if the 
body is found 'a good way off, that will clear rne, as 
I was not a fufficient time from my brother's to go 
far. He then preffed me very hard to go to the Al-
derman's and fee him, I refuted ; upon which he 
gave me a paper he had drawn, wifhing me to fign it: 
the purpgrt of the paper was, That he had paid no 
more particular attention to Elma, than to any other 
female in the houfethat nothing had paffed between 
them like courtfhip, or looking like marriage. I took 
it from him, saying I fuppofed I might read it, and 
left him without faying any more on the fubjed tilt' 
the day of the proceffion. ,He then carn,e to me fay-;-
ing; Hope, will you accompany me to fee the procel-
fion ? I replied. no, I have feen proceffions .enough. 
He then said—Hope, dont you intend to,fign that pa:. 
per for me ?- I anfwered.no, :and.;drew. it from my 
pocket; I then pointed out to him the inconfiftency 
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of my doing it, saying—Levi, if I was to do it, thee 
knows it would be pofitive lies. He laid it..would, 
he of no fervice to me, and reached out and took it. 
from my hand, laying, Will you go to the police with 
me ? I anfwered no. He laid, WiU you go with my' 
brother ? I replied no, what better would it be to go• 
and fay it, th ,n to fign the pa:,er ? He then asked me 
if I woull ,confult my lifter upon it ? I flillanfwered. 
no, for I was lure the would not confent to any filch 
thing, if I was ever fo inclined myfclf, which I am 
very far from. 

CROSS EXAMINED. 
Que. Pray how long do you think it was, that 

Levi and Dina were locked up together at the time 
you mentioned ? 

Antal. About an hour, I fhould think. 
Rye Was not Levi as particular to you as he 

was to Elm t ? 
Alp.). No, he was not. 
Que. Was ngt Levi very Much liked ? 
Anfw. He was very much, all fpoke well of him. 
Queft. Did Levi ever walk out with Elma, or 

with you ? 
Anfw. He went once to the Mufeum with me' 

and Elma He went- once to church with me of an : 
evening ; Elma was to have gone, but fhe wa, lick. 
I never knew him walk out with her but that time: 
I heard him fay one evening, That he believed the del-' 
piled him, for the would never go in the ftreet with him. 

Quell. Did he never ask you tO go, in her prefence ? . 
Anfzv. He once asked me to go, -tobis brother's 

but I could not conveniently; Elma was prefent. 
fhe faid, Why don't you ask me ? He replied, I know - 
you would not go if I did. 

*eft. Did you not ikop at Come houfe in the - 
way to church ? 
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Aftv. Yes, we did; we flopped at Ezra Weeks', 
the brother of Levi. 
• ELIA.S RING.—Levi Weeks, was a lodger in 
my houfe`, =din the 9th month— 
Qby prisoners Counsel. What month is that called ? 
Anf. I don't know it by any other name, thee can 

tell. 
Wit. At this time, when my wife was gone into 

the country, Levi and Elma were conflantly to: 
gether in private. I was alone and very lonefome,-* 
and was induced to believe from their condua, thats. 
they were thortly to be married. Elma's bed was 
in the back room, on he fecond fib r; the front 
room had a bed in it, in whieh Ifaac Hatfield 
flept about three weeks.- Hatfield during this time 
was occafionally out of town. I Irpt in the front 
room below ; and one night when Hatfield was out 
of tOwn, I heard a talking and noife in his room. 
In the morning I went up into the room and found 
the bed tumblea, and Elma's clothes which the wore 
in the afternoon, lying on the bed. 

•Queft. Did you fee her in the room ? 
' Antx. No; I law nothing, but I have no doubt 
(he was there, for Hatfield was not there then, and 
there was no other perfon in the houfe belides Levi 
and his apprentice, and Elma and myfelf. 

Queft. How late' was it in the night, when you 
heard this noife ? 

Anfiv. After o'clOck. 
Quell.. By one _of the fury. Did Elma, do you fup. 

pole, get up frorn her bed, and go away naked ?— 
You fay the left her cloaths. • 
-Alp,. She left part of her cloaths, the had two 

fuits and this was part of the befl, which the had 
on the day before, being Firft Day.. 
• Que. By - the iltry Gen'l: Did you fee any thing 
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improper -or immodeft in the behaviour of Elma; un-

til the was acquainted with the prifoner ?. 
*-Ise% No, never. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
QUeft. Did you ever fee any intimacies between 

Levi Weeks and Margaret Clark ? 
finfw. I have feen, formerly, fome familiaritiett 

between them. 
Ryeft, Did you never hear my noife when Iiatfield 

.flept in the room over you? 
Yinfz.o. No. 
knelt. Did. you ever know that the prifoner and 

.Elma.,were in bed together 
,Anfz.v. No. 
Quefl. What materials is the partition made of be-

tween Watkin's houfe and-yours ? 
.Anfrv. It ,is a plank ,partition, lathed and plaiftered. 
,&tieft Could you hear the noife of children thro' ? 

No; not as I can,recollea. 
itelt. Is Mr. Watkm's a lever .man .and ,good 

neighbor ? 
Anfrv. Yes he is. 
4..tiefi. Do you :remember how Elma appeared on 

the 22d of December ? nfw. * 
.She was as cheerful and,gay, as I ever sfay/-

her. 
Pray tell what you remember particularly about 

that day. 
A. On the 22d of December I had .been to meeting 

-in.the afternoon; Ireturned and found Elms. dreffing, 
-and my wife helping her in dreffing, and ,allifting her 
in putting on her gloves. Abouteight o'clock, Elma 
•,went out, *I faw her go out of the,room, ,and I heard 
'the :front door open, and fhut about 3 or 4 minutes 
thereafter, and my wife took the candle and went out 
--and was gone about 2 minutes. The two boarders, 
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Lacey and Ruffel came in, and one of them pulled 
out his watch and obferved it was 8 o'clock; 
Q.Etyl. What kind of gloves were they ? 
Answ. White long gloves, 

Are you tertain'they were White ? 
A. Yes, I law my wife tie them on and took notices 
.Zieft. Did you hear her go ? 
Anfiv. I a.m not certain that I heard any body go 

up-flairs.—When my wife returned, I asked who 
went out ? She laid Elmo. and Levi; I anfwered that 
it was wrong, file would get lick; the replied, he 
will be more careful of her than I would be. 

About ro o'clock Levi came in. He asked if 
Hope had gote home; my wife anfwered no. He 
asked, , Is Elma gone to bed ? She anfwered no, the 
is gone out. He obferved it was ftrange the fhoulcl 
go out fo late and alone.—[He corroborated the 
teflimony Of his wife, refpeeting her own expreffion 
and behaviour in the night.] 

Quejt. Have you not threatened the prifoner at 
fome.time fince this affair happened ? 

Anfw. I never threatened him that I know of—T 
had a converfation with him, in which he asked me 
if I had not faid certain things about him, refpeaing 
Elma being miffing., and he laid if I fold fuch things 
of him he would tell of me and Croucher. 

i.92yeft. by Att'y Gen'l. Did you not tell him you 
believed him guilty ?— How did he appear ? 

Anfw. I did; and he appeared as white as afhes, 
and trembled all over like a leaf. 

Ritef 1. by Counfel for Prifbner. What was the cha; 
raCter of. the prifoner previous to this, and how was 
he liked in the famiy ? 

Anfw. His charaaer was always good, for any 
thing I know, and his behaviour was fuch, that he 
was generally eileerned, 

E 



Q.: Were you not the friend and protealor of Elma? 

Anfw. Yes. 
it:Zz.f.eft. Did you ever fpeak to her about her im. 

proper intimacy with Levi ?‘ 
Anfx. I never did. 
Q Did you hear any whispering in the entry or any. 

body come down {lairs ? 
A. I did not, for I fet in the corner and was not 

attentice to thefe things. 
MARGARET CLARK —I lived at Mr. Ring's 

about fix months before Levi Weeks came to board • 
there, and Gulielma Sands lived there. I went into t 
the .country on the 28th or 29th of Auguft, on ac- t 
count of the fever ; and returned about the 12th of •. 

November. 
0,..1!,e by A. A. Gen. Did you not obferve a very 

particular kind of attention in the prifoner, to Elma ? 
AO. I can't fay I did. I cant fay I thought 

there was any thing that looked like courting her.— 
After I returned, he and fhe appeared more inti-
mate together, which I fuppofe arofe from their hay. 
ing been together, and while flue was in the country. 

Quejb. Did you never know of their being locked 

up together ? 
Anfw. I knew once of their being locked up to-

gether in the bedroom. Afterwards he told me they 
were in the bed-room together. This was the Mon- . 
day evening before the was milling. Another time 
I law him standing in her room, when the was tick, 
•but I thought nothing of this, becaufe he was always 
attentive to any one that was fick. 

Pray how long did you live in the houfe 

do you fuppore-? 
Anfw. I might. have been abfent half the time. t 
Zfefl. by Prifoner's Counfel. Did not Levi pay as 

much attention to Hopp Sands, as he did to Elma ? 
Anfw. Yes, I think_he did and more too. 
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[She corroborated the teftimony of the other witneffes 
with regard to the cheerfulnefs of temper of the de-
ceafed.] 
. ISAAC HATFIELD.—I lodged at Mr. Ring's, 
from the 14th . or 15th of September; four or five 
weeks; I lodged in the front room, on the fecond 
floor; I obferved a great intimacy between the pri-
foner and the deceafed, " fuch as to induce me to fup, 
pofe he was paying his addreffes to her, with a view 
to marry.—That the deceafed was of a lively and 
cheerful temper. 
RICHARD DAVID CROUCHER.--May it 

pleafe the Court and Gentlemen of the Jury. I was 
a lodger bui not a boarder in Mr. Ring's houfe; I 
remained at the'houfe all the time of Mrs. Ring's'ab-
fence, and paid particular attention to the.behaviour of 
the prifoner and the deceafed, and I was fatisfied ficm 
what I faw, there was a warm courtfhip going on ; 
have known the prifoner at the bar, to be with the de:, 
ceafed Elm a Sands, in private frequently and all times 
of night, I knew him to pal's two whole nights in her 
bed room. Ohce lying in my bed, w hich flood' in 
the middle of the room, and in a pofture which was 
favourable to fee who paired the 'door, and which I 
aiTumed on purpofe. I had fome curiofity; I fawithe 
prifoner at the bar come out of her room, and ' pars 
the door initis thirt only, to his own room. ()ride to 
at a time when they were lefs cautious than uftia.l, 
faw them in a very intimate fituation. 
Q. Did you tell any one of this,? 
A. I never took notice of it to any one., 

CR 0 SS-EXAIVIINED. , 
Q .. Pray what countryman are you ? 

, A. An Englifbman; I have been in this country 
fince January, 1799., 

Q. Where, fir, was you on the night of the 2 20 of. 
December, 1799. 
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A. I fupped that night at Mrs. Afhniore's.but 
that's not her real name ; it is 884 Bowery lane; 
was the birth day of her Ion—the has had a gOod deal 
of my money, and I thet I would go and fup with her. I 
I went accordingly. In the courfe of the evening 

when the deceafed was miffing, 1 croffed twice or three 
times from Greenwich-ftreet to Broadway and was 
once, at the Coffee-houfe; I went out to the Bowery 
and returned to Mrs. Ring's. 

Q. What time did you return home that night ? 
A. It was my agreement with Mrs. Ring, to ht 

at home at to o'clock a'aights, but on this occAion, 
itaid out till eleven Or half pall eleven. 

Do you know where the Manhattan well is! 
A. I do. 

Did you pafs by it that evening'? 
A. I did not--I with I had—I might, perhaps, 

bave faved the life of the deceafed. 
Q„ Have you not laid you did ? 
A. No. I might have faid I wifhed I had. 
Q.: Have you ever had a quarrel with the prifoner 

at the bar ? 
. A. I bear him no malice: 
• Q. But have you never had any words wiih. him 
A. Once I had—the reafon was this, if you with 

rne to tell it :—Going haftilv up flairs, I fuddenly 
came upon Elma, who fccod at the docit,fhe cried 
out Ah ! and fainted away. On hearing this the pri-
loner came down from his room, and faid it was not 
the firft time I had infulted her. I told him he was 
an impertinent puppy. Afterwards, being fenfible of 

his error, he begged my pardon, 
Q.:. And you fay you bear him no ill will ? 
A. I bear him no malice, but .I defpife every man 

who does not behave in charger.. 
Qz_ How near the Manhattan well do you think 

you paffed that night. 
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A. 11 believe I might have paired the Glue mutt-

fatIory. 
Q. Do you not know what rout you took ? 
A. I do not ; I cannot certainly fay, I might have 

paired by one rout or by another: I go fometunes 
the road, fometimes acrofs the field. 

- Was it dark ? 
, A. -I believe there was a little moonlight—the go-
ing was very bad. 
Q./cf. ly A. A. G. Mr. Croucher, have you ever-

heard any-noife in the room of the prifoner at an un-
common time of night, fince this affair happened ? 

Anf. Yes, Sir, I have. The night the deceafed 
was miffing and the next night, and every fucceeding 
night while he ftaid in the houfe, I heard him up 
whenever I waked at all times from at o'clock at. 
night till 4 in the morning, and a continual noife al-
moft. I thought then his brother had fome great 
work on hand and that he was drawing plans; but 
fince I have accounted for it in a different way. 

by Prifoner's Co.uniel, What kind of noifes were 
thefe 

A. The noife of moving about chairs, throwing 
down,th e tongs, and fuch kind of noifes. 

Q.,. Were you ever upon any other than friendly 
terms with Elma. 

A. After I offended the prifoner at the bar, who 
file thought \vas an adonis, I never fpoke to her again), 
HENRY REYNOLDS —This witners teflifi-

ed that he had known the deceafed from a child, that 
they had been brought up together, and that her cha-
rafter had always been, that of a mod-eft, difcreet 

, young woman, and of a lively and very cheerful dif-
po'fition. 
, JOHN BENSON.—This witnefs had refickd at 

Mr. Ring's fome days, owing to the prevalence of 
the yellow-fever, but he never faw any thing very' 



particular in his attentions to her; he faid the was a 
frirLof a 'lively, cheerful difpofition. 
WILLIAM ANDERSON.—(the ripprentice of 

the Prifbner.) 1 never faw any thing to make me to 
fuppofe that my mailer was more particular in his at-

, tentions to Elma, than to the other two, Margaret 
and Hope. One day my mailer laid to-me, you mull 
not think it flrange of my keeping Elma's company, 
it is not for courtfhip nor difhonor, but only for 
.converfation. One night I pretended ui be deep, 
and the prifoner undreffed himfelf; and came with 
the candle and looked to fee if I was afleep or not, 
fuppofing I was, he went down fcairs in his fhirt, and 
did not come back till morning. 

Qeft. Did your mailer always ileep with you ? 
Answ. Yes, 
Q!!efk. How did he reit the night Elma was mif-

fing, and the next ? 
Answ. He flept as well as'ufual the night Elma was 

miffing, and Monday and Tuefday-nights, but on 
Wednefday-night, near -day, he fighed out in his 
fleep, Oh! poor Elmore! 
He agreed with the other witneffes as to her be, 

ing of a lively, cheerful difpofition, but he thought 
the appeared lefs fo that day before the was milling. 
SUSANNA BROAD, an aged and very infirm 

woman. I live oppofite Ezra Week's lumber-yard, 
and 'on the night when the deceafed was loft, I heard 
the gate open and a fley or carriage come out of the 
yard about 8 o'clock, it made a rumbling noife, but 
had no bells on it, and that .it was not gone long be-
fore it returned again. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF SUSANNA BROAD. 

• How did you know it was 8 o'clock ? 
A. Becaufe my fon and daughter was gone to meet-

ing and meeting is done about 8 o'clock. 
Q.:, Had your Ion and daughter returned before the 

fleigh went out ? 
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A. I don't know what they had, I believe they had 
not then. 

Q.:, Had they returned before the hey came back ? 
A. They were abed. 
- Q ... .When was this, what month was it ? 
A. I dont know the month, I know it was Co. 
(;),_,_ Was it after Chriftmas or before Chriftrna,s ? 
A. It was after I believe, it was in January. , 
Q_ That you are Cure of, it was in January you fay ? 
A. Yes; I am fure it was in January. 
Q._ Did you ever hear this gate open before ? 
A. No, gentlemen; do you think I came here to 

tell a lie ?' 
* Nor fince? 

s A. No, gentlemen, no. 
Q When did you firet remember about this fleigh's 

being taken out ?. 
A. When I faw this young woman at Mrs. Ring's 

and help'd to lay her out. 
Q._ by A. A. G. Did you obferve any marks of 

violence when you laid her out ? 
A. I found no bruifes except on the right flioulder 

where I felt and it was foft; but I thought her neck 
was broke. 
CATHERINE LYON.—On the Sunday night 

before. Chriftmas,_s being in Greenwich fired, at-the 
pump near the door of the new Furnace, I faw 
.Gulielrna Sands, a little after eight o'clock, myfelf 
was attending a lame woman who lay in the fired, 
and Elma asked who it was ; there was a good 
many people passing, and I could not fay if thev 
was with her or not; but I heard fornebody fav, 
" let's go," and the deceafed bid me good night, 

• [and went on; there was men passing before .and 
behind, but whether in company with her I could 
not tell. About a half an hour or lefs after I faw 
Elma, I heard from the fields behind the hill at 
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i fp enard s a cry in a woman's voice of 4‘ murde;', 
murders Oh fave me I" 
CATHARINE LYON, CROSS-EXAMINED. 
Qs Did you fee the face of F,lma ? 
A. I did not, but I knew her form and Mope. 
Q.: Did you fee any fleigh at this time, when you 

faw the girl ? 
A. No,•I did not. 
Q.: Where were you when you heard the cry you 

fpeak of? 
A. In the front of Lifpenar& 
Qs How long after you faw this woman you Cup-

pole to be Elma ? 
A. About half an hour. _ 
MARGARET FREEMAN.—On the Sunday.. 

night before Chriftmas, in the upper part of Greens 
wich-fireet, as I and my children was coming home 
from Meeting, I was holding my boy by the arm, a 
one horfe fleigh overtook me as I was walking in the 
middle of the road, with two men and a woman in it, 
all talking and laughing very lively, particularly the 
woman ; I kept out of the way for it to pals. ,When 
I came in I ran up flairs, and looking at the watch, I 
faw it was a quarter pail 8; the watch was rather flow. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
Qua. How long ago is it fince you were firft ap. 

plied to, refpealing this affair ? 
Anfw. Four or five weeks ago-3 or 4 weeks 

after the fleigh overtook me. 
9__yelt. Are you fure, Mrs. Freeman, that this was 

before Chriflmas? 
Anfw. I am pofitive it was. 
Quell. What meeting was it you had been to ? 
Anfw. The Methodift Church. 
(),Lief I. Did you ever fee Ezra Weeks' fleigh any 

where ? 
Anfw. I don't know as I ever did. 1 I 

, 
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Q!...i.efr. Was it a dark night ? 
4njv. NOt very dark, but the moon did not fhine. 
WILLIAM LEWIS.—On the Monday morning 

before Chrittmas, I and my wife was coming to town 
in a wood fleigh, and I difcovered the track of a 
one-horfe fleigh, about three hundred feet from the 
Manhattan Well, up the new road which Col. Burr 
had built, and I found the fleigh had drove fo near 
the wall, that I obferved it was a wonder that it had 
not turned over. I had paffed that way the Sunday 
morning before, and there was no track there then; 
the fleigh appeared to have gone up towards the Bal-
loon houfe ;—I thought fomebody had miffed their 
way, for there was 'no road there, and this made me 
fo particular in my obfervation. I obferved that there 
was one board off the well, which left it open, it may 
be 12 or 13 inches—there was tracks of people round 
the well. 

, CROSS-EXAMINED. 
Queft. Is not that road a very bad one. 
Anfw. Yes. 
Qz.O. Is it not fo bad that no body could drive 

there in the night, even flowly, without great danger ? 
Anfw. The road is bad, but I think I would have 

gone it. 

Qjt.eft. Do you think you could have found the well 
in the night ? 

Anfiv. I could have found it the darke11 night that 
ever was; it would be only to keep along close by 
the fence. 

ANN LEWIS, wife of the laft witnefs, corro-
borated what was faid bv her hufband. 
BUTHRONG, A.I<IDERSON.-I was fent for 

by a neighbor to go to a chriftening; I had been to 
Mr. Pilmore's church; I live in William-ftreet, No., 
280, it was the Sunday night before Chriftmas ; I 
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went out or meeting with company, up the Bowery, 
as far as the two mile flone, and down Broadway —.. 
On my return down the middle road, I was overtaken 
by a one: horf,i-fleigh, about half paft eight in the eve-
ning, on a full gallop, with two or three men or wo-
men in it ; I cant fay whether they were men or wo-
men. The hone feemed to le dark colored. 

' Have you libt, feen Ezra Weeks 
drive a hone that appeared to you of the fame fize 
and color with this ? 

dinfw.. I have leen him drive Inch a one, think. 
CROSS - EXAMINED. 

Qt_iefi. Do you pretend to diftinguifh the color of 
a hone in the night ? 

Anfw. Not exa611y—but I know that he was not 
light coloed. 

Qizieft. Can you determine the fize of a boric when 
he is on a gallop, and as you lay, on a full gallop ? 

Anfw. I think he was fuch a flied hone as I have 
defcribed him. 
JOSEPH STRINGHAM, ez JOSEPH CORN-
WELt — Thtfe witneffes were in the fleigh with 
Anderfon, and corroborated his teflimony. They 
fixed the Sunday to be dter Thanksgiving, which 
was the loth December. They added, that when 
the (Ingle fleigh. paired them on a full gallop, they 
huzzaed, as is ufual on fuch occaliong, but the two 
men took no notice. 
ARNETTA VAN NORDEN.—We live about 

half way from Broadway to the we I. About 8 or' 
9 o'clock in the evening, my husband heard a node, 
alcl he ftood up and obferved it was from the well. I 
then looked through the window, 'and we heard a wo-
rman cry out from te wards the. well," Lord have mer-
cy on me, Lord help me." 
LAWRENCE VAN NORDEN, husband of the 



[ 51 ] 

last witnefs. On the Sunday night that the girl was 
miffing, I found by calculation after (he was found 
in the well, it was the fame, I.heard a voice of a 
woman cry out Oh Lord have mercy upon me !, What 
(hall I do ? Help me ! I got up and looked out of 
the window ; it was a clear night, flax- light. I got 
up out of Fed to hear and fee what I could, and 
I looked out of the window towards the well. I can 
fee the well from my houfe, and I heard this noife 
that I tell you of, and I looked then to the well, and 
I law a man walking 'near the well, about the well, 
in a little time the cries'flopped and I went to bed 
again. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
Qefr. How near do you live to this well ? 
Anfw.. About a loo yards. 
QL/e.#. Was there fnow on the groutid ? 

. Anfzu. Yes. . 
Queft. Did you fie a fleigh at the fame, time ? 
Anfw. .No. 
Quefl.. by,A. A. Gen. Might there not have been a 

fleigh there which you could not fee from your .cham-
ber window ? I'll put the creflion a little more par-
ticularly:—Is not the make of the ground fuch, that 
if a fleigh was (landing near the fence, at the well, 
you would look over it from your window, in looking 
at the well ? 

Anfw. I don't know ; I never minded. 
Qeft. by Prifoner's,Ccunfel. Is there any houfe near. 

your's ? i 
lfa,. There A s one, a red houfe, about yards 

off. 
Queft. Did you go to the well the next morning to 

make any examination „? 
Anfw. No. 

, 
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• uefi. Did you mention this, or what you law and 
,"'..eard to any body the next day ? 

Anfw. Not as I can remember. 
THOMAS GRAY and SAMUEL SMITH— 

two lads, were next called, the one i i the other 13 
years of age, but being asked by the court, if they 
knew what an oath was, they faid they did not, and 
being asked, laid that they could not read, and did 
not know what an oath required of them, They were 
rejeaed as incompetent.. 
JACOB CAMPBELL.—I know nothing about 

this affair of my own knowledge. 
HENRY ORR —On the 22c1 of December, af-

ter dark, I went from my houfe near the Union Fur-
nace, to a houfe near Mr. Benfon's, and I (laid there, 
I fhould judge about an hour, and then came down, 
and when I got near Lewis's fence, I heard a cry in 
the dire6tion of the baloon houfe ; it was the voice 
of a woman, towards the well in diftrefs.—When 
got nearer the well I heard another cry, but the fe-
cond cry was not fo loud as the firit, but rather fmo-
thered. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
QL/eft. When was this—what time in the evening? 
Anf. It was fix or feven minutes before, or fix or 

feven minutes after nine. 
Qjleft. How do you know that this was the time ? 
Anf. I am fure it was near nine when I left Henry 

Luther's, the cartman, near Col. Benfon's. 
WILLIAM A. BLANCK. The witners appear-

ing very young, he was afked by the Court how old 
he was ? he laid about thirteen. He acknowledged 
he could not read, although he had been at fchool, but 
he fometimes laid his prayers. ,Being afked if he knew 
what an oath was, he raid he did not. He was fet 
afide. 
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ANDREW BLANCK, father to the soy. , 
Que ft. by &Fiji. Atey. Gen. Pray fir, what is your 

Ion's age ? 
Anf. He is thirteen ? 
Qeft. By the Court. Can he read? 
Anf. No, I believe he cannot. 
Court. Go on, fir. 
One day my fon brought home a mtiff which-he I 

laid he got in the well. I went the next day to the 
well, and looked in, but I law nothing. *I difcovered 

fley track about eight or ten feet from the well, and 
I faw. men's tracks to the well and about it, and a 
good deal of tracking on the lower file of it; one 
mati's track I noticed from the well to the road. 
Qr..0. by A tor. Gen. Will you defcribe the track— 

was it large or fmall ? 
Anfw. The foot was large, with a heel to it, flat. 

' [Mrs. Ring being called, and afked what kind of 
Shoes Elma wore, the laid her fhoes had no heels to 
them, and her feet were film and rather long. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 
Qz0. What day was this, fir ? 
Answ. The muff was found the Tuefday before 

Chriftmas, and I went there on Chriftmas day. 
Qqefl. by Attar. Gen. What fort of a flay track was it. 

you faw ? 
Anfw. A one horfe fleigh. 
E.0, Here feveral of the Counfel made a requeft 

to the Court to adjourn till next day, as it was now 
half pact one in the morning, and it feemed not very 
probable that the Trial could be difpofed of till fome 
time in the night following. The Court•feemed dif-
pofed to fit, but fome of the Jury informed them that 
it would not be poffible to keep themfelves fufficiently 
awake to attend, upon which the CoUrt concluded to 
adjourn till lc) o'clock next day, and two constables 
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were fworn to keep the Jury together till morning, 
in fome private and convenient place; and two more 
were lent to wait upon them and bring them what re-. 
frefhments they might want.% 

TUESDAY, APRIL a.. 
PRESENT AS BEFORE. 

RICHARD C. SKINNER — 
Quef. by A. A. Gen. Dolor Skinner, are you not a 

furgeon in this city, and did not you fee the body of 
Elma Sands after it was taken out of the well, and 
examine it ? Pray, Sir, inform the court and jury. 

Ans. I follow a branch of furgery, but I do not pre-
tend to be a profeffed furgeon. I am a dentift, but I 
have made the fubjed of furgery generally my frudy. I 
faw the corpfe of the deceall-d twice. I had but a 
fuperficial view, however, of it, as it lay, in the coffin, 
expofed to the view of thoufands; I examined Inch 
parts as were come- at-able—Such as her head, neck 
and breaft. I difcovereci feveral bruifes and fcratches, 
particularly a bruife upon the forehead and chin, and 
upon the left breaft or near it. 

Queftion, by the Court. How long was this after 
fhe was taken out of the water ? 
Anf I do not know. 
Quefl. by the A. A. G. Will you defcribe thofe marks 

more particularly ? 
Anf. I think that the mark upon the neck had the 

appearance of a comprefsion, but not by a rope or 
handkerchief. It was fuggcfted by a number that the 
neck was broken, and I examined it and dllcovered 
that it was not. 

Q/citsion by the Court. What was the colour of the 
fpots ? 
Anf Thole on the neck were reddifh, black ('pots. 

There were feveral fmall fpots which might have, 
...paired unnoticed by a common obferver, The ap-
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pearance upon the breaft was about as large as the 
eirc,imference of a dollar; it was a fmall bruife, but. 
it was more difficult to examine that than the other: 
there was a number of women prefent. 

Qz!eft. Was the comprefsion which you fpoke of 
round her neck, fuch as might have been made by 
the hand ? • 
An/ My .imprefsion then was and now is that it 

was. 
Qtyft. As to the fcratches of which you fpeak ? 
"Inf. They were final! fuch as might arife from a 

nail, 
A. A. G. Well fir, go on and defcribe what you 

law. 
On the forehead and chin the contufion was not 

very large, but the skin was broken. • 
Qyeft. by MA. G. Were you acquainted with Mr. 

and Mrs. Ring. 
Anf. I did not know any of the parties. 
Queft. by the Court. Doetor Skinner, was the appear-

ance filch as might have been produced by the froft ? 
Anf. I do not think it was. 
Qtleft. Would not the immerflon in the water, or 

froft give the appearance that you mention, of thole 
livid fpots ? 

Anf. I think not, but am not certain. 
Quest. by A. A. G. Were the (pots in a chain 

round the neck ? 
Anf. There were feveral fpots pretty much in a 

• row on the neck. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Qjteft. Do you fay fir, you are certain that the fpots 
were in a ring round the neck ? 

Anf. I cannot fay that they were in an exaet circle, 
not particularly ; I think they were regular, but can-
not exaatly fay. 

I' 



Ozeft. Were they, Sir, fpots or lines ? 
Anf. They were fmall fpots, not lines. 
Queft. May fuch foots not have happen'd from a 

different mode than that of ftrangulation ? 
Af I am incapable of judging how they might 

have happened. 
Qzest. by A. Attr'v. Gen. Suppofe, Decor, 

a perfon had been ftrangled by the hand, would it not 
have left fuch an appearance upon the body. 

Anf. I think it would. 
I. JAMES W. LENT—On the ad of January laft, 
I together with Mr. Page, had fome bufinefs to do in 
breaking a holfe, and we went up to Andrew Blancks, 
and we dined there: Blanck infifted upon it. While 
1;ve were dining two perfons, Mr. Watkins and 
Mr. Elias Ring, came there to get hooks and poles to 
found the • Manhattan well for the body of a young 
woman who was fuPpofed to be drowned. We got 
the poles and nails and went all together to the well, 
which we uncovered. Page took the pole firft and 
laid he thought he felt her; I took hold then and 
thOught I felt her too. Watkins drove in the nails, 
I took the pole and hooked the nail in her clothes 
and drew her up carefully to the top of the water : as 
foon as Mr. Ring law her callico gown he faid it was 
fhe,lhe knew the gown. She was fo heavy now we 
could not draw her out by the nail and the little boy 
wen't for a rope to the next houfe, while I held her 

put the rope tinder her and drew her up gent-
ly, (he flew'd round but there was not a thread of her 
clothes which touched either fide of the well. When 
:the was drawn up we laid her on a plank, and (he ap-
peared in fuch a fituation as if (he had been murdered. 

Counfel for the prifoner. You Pre to tell what you law, 
not what conclufion you made—That is for the Jury. 

Proceed---Her hat was off, her gown torn open 



jug above the waift, her fhawl was off', and her hand-
kerchief and fhoes were gone ; her hair hung over 
her head. In lifting her up I found her head fell for-
ward and when we lifted her a little back her head 
fell back again, and again it fell to the right, which 
caufed me to fuppofe her neck was broke. She had 
a white dirriity petticoat on. I difcovered on her right 
hand tomething like a kick, there was the fcraches of 
land upon her skin, fome of which was knocked off 
and feemed to have been drove forward. Her ftockings 
were torn at the toes; the right foot was bare and 
fomewhat fcratched; the fcratches were on the upper 
part of the foot, as if the had been dragged on the 
ground. 

QLgeft. (by the Court.) Did you examine her body? 
Anf. I did not—the flockings, as far as could be 

leen without lifting up the, petticoat, was whole and 
good. • 

Qufft. Were there any bruifes upon theface ? - 
Anf. I do not recolleet, there might have been. 
'Qjleft. Might you not have injured the head with 

the pole ? 

Anr Not at all—the pole did not touch her head z. 
I was particularlr tender with it—I hooked her in the: • 
skirt of her gown. 

Qqeft. Were her limbs ftiff ? 
Au f Her arms were—her legs were ftrait,, but 

her neck was remarkably limber. 
Qieft. How did her countenance appear ? 
Anf. It looked like a perfon who had been walk-

ing againff the wind—flufh, but not fo much fo as 
fhe appeared a few days after. Her appeal ance was 
horrid enough—her hat and cap off, her hair hanging 
all over her head, her comb was yet hanging in her 
hair, tied with a white,ribbon 3 her fhawl was off; 



[ • 58 I, 

her gown was torn open with great violence, and her 

fhoes were off. 
QLteft. Was the firing of her gown brolec or the 

collar torn ? 
• An/. I did not difcoVer that they were—It appear-
ed as if the knot by which they had been tied, had 

fornehow flipped. 
Qyeft. ( by one of the 7ury) Were the fingers bruifed ? 
AV: They feemed jambed, like a kick. 
Queft. Did you fee fand, and what kind of fand ? 
Anj I did not fee any faod, but the marks ot 

fond as it •feerned. 
Quest. by Prifoner's Counfel. How do you know the 

fcratch.es were made up or down ? 
It only appeared fo to me. 

•went to the Police, and then with the officer to find 
the prifoner; we flaid a little back' till we faw the 
officer tap him on the fhoulder; I then-went up to 
_him, he flood in the dobr; I lays, is this the young 
man ? he replies, yes. I told him I was very forry 
for his fituation—I 'felt affee-ted—I exprefred it to 
him—he turned about and laid. It is too hard, and he 
dropped his head and said Is it the Manhattan well 
fhe was found in ? I laid I knew not what well the 
was found in; I .did not then know the Manhattan 
well—this was about half pall three in the afternoon; 
hoWever, I -dont know exaftly the time but by•calcu-
lation. I fuppofe the body was found about 15 mi-

nutes after we bad left Blanck's houfe. 
Q .(by one of the 7ttry.) Was there any mention' 

made of the.Manhitran well, in the prefence of the 
:pri•foner before he asked the queftiori? 

A. I did not hear any, I dot believe there was. 
• Q . Was you prefent when he &ft law the body--

- -what did he fay ? 
[An objeaion was made by the prifoner's counfel, 
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'as to the propriety of this kind of evidence, but was 
over ruled by the Court.] 

A. In proceeding to the well he asked for his 
brother as Counfel for him—when o,,e came there; 
•we found a gre-it number of people colleCtec!—I ftep.-
ped before him, and faid—Weeks, do you know that 
young woman that lies there a corufe ? He faid, I 
think I know the gown. My young friend, .faid I, 
,thatis hot the clueftion I ask you—Is there no marks 
in that countenance you know ? he turn'cl himfelf and 
Laid, I think , there is. '1‘ 

Was (he not a natural corpfe ? 
A. It feenAd fo—fhe looked as if fhe was afleep, 

feemingly—I never faw her alive. 
Q . by one of the 'fury. How long after he was taken 

before he asked if (he was found in the Manhattan 
well ? 

don't exaelly know how many minutes.) 
Dr. JAMES SNEDECHER.-

- Q Pray, Sir, are you not a Phyfician arid live in 
this city ?, 

A. I am a phyfician and live in Barley-ftreet, 2a 

_ years of age. I‘faw.the body the 2c1 or 3d day after it 
was taken out of the well. I was informed that it 
was much injured arid I examined it. There . was 
many difcolourations on the teguments of. the skin. 
There was a diflocation of the clavercle from the 
fternum. 

Affistant attorney General. Be fo good, Sir, .as to 
fpeak in leis technical language, fo that the Jury may ' 
underftand y ou., 

117i tnefs. I thought the left collar bone was broke. 
Her fingers appeared to have been fcratched from the 
knuckles down ; there was many diflocations. I faw 
a mark upon her breaft as large as 4 'dollar, black and 
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blue. Hearing that her neck was injured I examined 

it, but I did not find it fo. 
CROSS-EXAIVIINED. 

Do you fay the bone was broke, Sir.? 
A. The dillocations induced me to think the bone 

was broke and I run my thumbs one over another and 
I thought I felt that the bones were diflocated from 

the breaft bone. 
by the Court. Is it _not common for a body to 

affume Inch an appearance as this had, in the &ft stage 
of putrefadion where there has been no.violence com-
mitted on it ? 

A. I do not think it is. 
Will cold or immerfion in water, or fudden fuf-

focation produce Inch an appearance. 
A. I dont pretend to fay whether it will or no. 
Q: Does not a corpfe expofed to the air put on a 

livid appearance ? 
A. Yes it does. 
DOCTOR DAVID HOSACK.—Q_ Did you 

fee the body, Sir, and when and what was its 'appear-

ance ? 
A. Ido not recoiled the exa& day, but curiofity 

led me in common with many others to vifit the bo-
dy ; it lay expofed in a coffin. I remember it was 
upon the fame day the body was interred. 

How long was this, Sir, after it was taken out 
of the water ?—Pray inform us what you faw ? 

A. The only appearance which attraded my par-
ticular attention was, an unufual redncfs of the coun-
tenance; and upon looking at the neck I Obferved three 
or four dark colored fpots, of an irregular fhape, but 
not in an exad line as if they had been produced by a 
cord, but rather the effed of a violent preffure upon 
the neck—the hands were expofed, and I obferved 
upon the back of them fe;era' fcratches. 
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Q._ Did you examine the collar bone ? 
A. I did not. 
Q Could fuch appearances as you faw have been 

produced by,fufFocation merely ? 
A. I afcribed the unufual rednefs of the counte-

nance to the fudden extinaion of life, and the expo-
lure to air. For in the many cafes of fudden death by 
opium, ligl tning, poifor, or a blow on the head; 
the florid appearance of the countenance have that 
appearance. 
Q Are you not fir, decidedly of opinion that the 

livid fpots which you have defcribed, were the effeet 

of violence ? 
A. I am. 
Q. Could any perfon, in your opinion, have corn-

mitted fuch an a& of violence on their own v.:don as 
to have produced fuch effeets ? 

A. I do not think it could be done. 
Q .. by the Court.—Could fuch a change have been 

produced by immerfion in water ? 
A. I do not think it could. 
O Suppofe there had been this immerfion, would 

it have required to be expofed any length of time in 
the air to produce the fpOts ? 

A. The appearance fome diflance of time after 
death, will be different from what it is immediately. 
Q.... by prisoner's counsel. Would the hand, by graf-

ping the neck, violently, produce fuch effe6ts as you 
mention. 

A. I believe it would. 
Q.:, What was the bignefs of the fpots .,round the 

neck ? 
A. The largefl fpots, thofe near the wind-pipe 

were about an inch and an half, the fmallefl might be 
three quarters of an inch. I fill think that the livid 
fpots which I faw, were the effe6t of injury done. 
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ELIZABETH OSBORN I had a flight ac-
quaintance with E.Ima Sands: On the 22d of Decem-
ber, I lent her my muff, the came to borrow it herfelf, 
and I obferved that the was-very neatly dreffed, and 
the feemed to be very lively and very happy. 

Q. When was the muff brought home to you ? 
A. It was brought home the day that the was found, 

and it appeared as If it had been wet. 
(IZ. Did you underhand it was found in the well ? 
A. I did, 
Some converfation arifing, as to the time when the 

muff was found, it was admitted by the Attorney-
General, that it was found fame days before the body 
was difcovered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS teftified that at the requeft of the 
.,/.kttorn y-General, he had made an experiment in 
what time a man might drive a horfe the molt ufual 
rout from Ring's to the Manhattan well, and from 
there back again to Ezra Week's down Barley-ftreet, 
and that although the roads were bad, he performed 
it once in 15 minutes and once in 16, without going 
out of a trot. 
SYLVESTER BUSKIRK was with the last witnefs at 

the time he fpoke of, and corroborated what he faid. 
He teftified that- Ezra Week's houfe had flood in his 
liable for fale, and was a good horfe to appearance. 

Mr. Caoss teftified mat he is acquainted with Ezra 
Week's horfe, and calk him a very good one, thinks 
he will go a male id 5 minutes. 

The evidence being clofed, the Affiftant Attorney-
General addreffeo a few words to the jury on the 
nature of circumlantial evidence, and read the fol-
lowing pafrage from Morgan's Effly, p. zo8. 

Cvrcu evidmce is all that can be expefted, 
and indeed all that is neceffary to fubitantiate loch 
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charge. The prejudice entertained again ft receiving 
circumflantial evidence is carried to a pitch wholly in-
excufa.ble. In fuch a cafe as this it mutt be received, 
becaufe the nature of the erquiry, for the mon part, 
does liot admit of any other ; and, confequently, it is 
the belt evidence that can poilibly be given. But tak-
ing it in a more general fenfe, a concurrence of cir\-
cumftances (which we mutt always fuppofe to be pro-
perly authenticated, otherwife they weigh nothing) 
forms a ftronger ground of belief than pofitive and 
dire & teftimony generally affords, efpecially when 
unconfirmed by circumnances. The reafon of this 
is obvious: a pofitive allegation may be founded in. 
miftake, or, what is too common, in the perjury of 
the witnefs ; but circumflances cannot lie ; and a long 
chain of well conne&ed fabricated circumnances, re-
quires an ingenuity and skill rarely to be met with; 
and fuch a continency in the perfons who come to fup-
port thofe circumftances by their oaths, as the annals 
• of our courts of jutlice can feldom produce. Be-
tides, cicumftantial evidence is much more eafily dif-
cuffed, and much more eafily contradi&ed by tad-
mony if falfe, than the pofitive and dire & allegation 
of a faa, which, being confined to the knowledge of 
an individual, cannot poffibly be the fubje& of con-
tradiftion founded merely on prefumption and proba-
bility. 
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The TESTIMOIVY on the part of ' the profecution 
being clofed, one of the Counsel for the Prisoner 
then opened the defence, and addreffed the jurors 
to the following effea :— 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 
THE patience with which you have liftened' 

to this lengthy and -tedious detail of teftimony is ho-
norable to your charaaers. It evinces your folicitude 
to difcharge the awful duties which are impofed upon 
you, and it affords a happy prefage, that your minds' 
are not infeaed by that blind and Undifcriminating' 
prejudice which had already marked the priforier for' 
its viairn. 
You have relieved me from my greateft anxiety; 

for I know the unexampled induftry that has been ex: 
erred to defiroy the reputation of the accufed, and to 
immolate him at the fhrine of perfecution without the 
foleinnity of a candid and impartial trial. I know that 
hatred, revenge and cruelty, all the vindiaive and, 
ferocious paffions have affernbled in terrible array and 
exerted every engine to gratify their malice. The' 
thoufand tongues of rumour have been fteadily em-
ployed in the fabrication and diffemination of falfe-
hoods, and every method has been taken to render 
their llanders univerfal. \Ve have witneffed the ex-
traordinary means which have been adopted to enflame' 
the public paflions and to direa the fury of popular 
refentment againft the prifoner. Why has the body 
been expof.d for days in the public ftreets in a man-
ner the molt indecent and fhocking ?—to attraa the 
curiolity and aroufe the feelings of numberlefs fpeaa-
tors. Such dreadful fcenes fpeak powerfully to the 
paffions: they petrify the mind with horror—congeal 
the blood within our veins—and excite the human 
bofom with irrefiftible, but undefineable emotions., 
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When ftich emotions are once created they are not 
eafily fubdual. 

It has happened in this cafe, that there have been 
attempts made to call up public fenfibility,- to excite 
refentment againft this unfortunate man; in this way, 
gentlemen, the public opinion comes to be formed 
unfavourably, and long before the prifoner • is brought 
to his trial he is already condemned. It is not to be 
fuppoled that thefe turnouts can have any weight with 
a Court of Juftice, but no man is altogether above 
being moved by fueh reports—and it requires fome 
fortitude to withftand them; but now having heard 
the whole which can be faid, you are prepared to de-
termine whether the witneffes have always fp.Oken with 
candor; or whether they have not fpoken from tem-
per, hatred and revenge. 
We rely on it at firft that there is nothing from 

which a difcreet Jury can condemn the prifoner; in, 
the very commencement of the bufinefs it is involved 
in doubt. Notwithflanding there may be teftimony 
of an intimacy having fubfifted between the prifoner 
and the deceafed, we fhall chow you that there was 
nothing like a real courtfhip, or,fuch a courfe of con-
duct as ought to induce impartial people to entertain 
a belief that marriage was intended; for it will be 
feen that she manifefled equal partiality for other 
perfons as for Mr. Weeks.- It will be fhewn that the 
was in the habit of being frequently out of evenings, 
and could give no good account of herfelf; that she 
had at fome time afferted that' she had pall the eve-
ning at houfes, where it afterwards appeared the had 
not been. We shall show you that if fufpicions may 
attach any where, there are thofe on whom they may 
be Htened with more appearance of truth than on the 
prifoner at the bar. ,Certainly you are not in this 
place to condemn others, yet it will relieve your 
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minds of a burden. There will be two .modes of giv-
ing a folution—firft, that the deceafed fometimes ap-
peared melancholy, that the was. a dependant upon 
this family, and that a gloomy fenfe of her fituation 
*might have led her to defiroy herfelf. As to the in-
cident of the fleigh, we (hall account for his whole 
time during that evening, except about 15 minutes, 
which was employed in walking from one houfe to 
another; and we fhall (bow you, that the whole of 
his condud has been fuch, as totally to repel the idea 
of guilt. It will appear, that at ten o'clock the same 
evening, he fupped at his brother's perfealy tranquil. 
The {tory you will fee, is broken, difconneEted, and 
utterly impollible.—We (hail flow you that the Nigh 
of Ezra Weeks was not out that evening, indeed the 
tellimony of the good old woman was fuch, as could 
not gain the leaf': belief, efpecially when you fee that 
in matter of date and time the was totally- loft : It 
will be 'flown you that on this occafion there have 
been violent attempts, to inflame the public mind 
againit the prifoner, and if we (ball bring thefe home 
to fome of the witneffes, we hope you will pronounce 
them altogether unworthy‘of credit—for a man to 
foreCtall the public opinion, is to arrell the hand of 
jullice and deferves the fevereft reprehension,' and 
lueh condua we (hail fix on the witneffes. 
. We (hall fhOw you that the prifoner has been uni-
form!y well fpoken of, more highly efleemed than 
one of his years, not only for his deportment, but for 
his morals. That a man of fuch a charaaer fhould 
be impelled, without motive, to the commillion of fa 
horrid a crime, cahnot be believed. Much has been 
laid about the appearance of guilt and terror in the 
prifoner when charged with the crime. But, gentle-
men, no man is armed with fo much firmnefs of nerves 
that when charged with a crime, he will not difco-
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ver great emotion; when, therefore, perfons of little 

difcernrnent come forward and fay that they faw emotions of alarm and terror, no man however innocent as 

an angel, is fife; the emotions of furprize may be 
conftrued by the ignorant or the malicious into thbfe 
of guilt. A man charged with a henious crime may 
even Trevaricate; , we fhall fhow you the cafe bf a 
young man, who, being charged with the crime of 
murder, even brought a young woman ch-effid to re: 
fembie the, one he was charged with murdering—this 
was fuppofed to be a circumftance fo conclufive of 
his guilt that he was convided and executed, and al-
terwards the young woman was found to be alive. 
Even in this very city a cai.e had occured, not many 
years ago, a young man had been charged with the 
crime of rape. It is yet freih in the minds of every 
body. The public mind was there highly incenfed, 
and even after the unfortunate man lazid been acquitted 
by a verclid of a jury, fo irlitated andenflamed were 
the people, that the magiftrates were intuited, and 
they threatened to pull down the haute- of the prifon-
er's counfel. After that,a civil fuit \Nis comnienced 
for the injury done the cid, a very enormous. :ium 
given in damages, and the defendant was ignominil. 
ouily confined within the walls of a prifori. Now it 
has come out that the accufation was certainly falle 
and malicious. 

If this doarine of prefumptive evidence is' to pre-
and to be fufficient to couvia, what remorfe of 

confcience muff a juror feel for having conviaed 
man .who afterwards appeared to be inriC)cent. In, 
cafes depending upon a chain (Sfcircumflance, all he 
fabric muff hang together or the .wuole will tinnble 
down. We fhall, however, not depend altogether on-
the weaknefs of proof 'on the' part of the prbfecution, 
we 'hall bring forward fuch pro-of as will not lave to. 
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you even to- balance in your minds, whether the pri-
loner is Guilty or Not—from even that burden we 
fhall relieve you. -;4*. ,. I 

But before we come to the teftimony, on the part 
of the prifoner, it, mayt be well.to examine a little 
more into the nature of the evidence on the part of the 
profecution. It may be material to difcover . how 
much of this teftimony which we have heard, is the 
etre& of a prejudiced imagination; in cafes, people 
relate firft with an !ton& zeal to relate as an opinion, 
next as a matter of fa61. The only material faas on 
which I would obferve here, is the expreffion-afcribed 
to the prifoner, of the Manhattan Well, but that cir-
cumitance will be fatisfa&orily accounted for, by pro-
ving to you that he had been previouily informed that 
the muff had been found there, and it was "therefore 
natural to enquire if the body was not found there 
alfo—If, gentlemen, we thow you all this, yoti will 
be able to fay, before leaving your feats, that there is 
nothing to warrant you in pronouncing the prifoner 
Guilty. 

r p 
DEMAS MEED, first witness for prisoner sworn — 
Q._ Do you live with Ezra Weeks, and did you 

the 22d of December laft ? Relate all you know. 
A. I live with.Mr. Ezra Weeks,- as an, appren-

tice, and take care of his hone and fteigh. I lived 
with him in December laft ; I remember perfealy 
well taking care of the hone that night, and I either 
left the key after locking the gate as ufual, on the 
mantle- niece, or I put it in my pocket, I cant fay cer-
tainly which. 

Q. (by one of the jury). Was it a week day or on 
Sunday ? 
A, On Sunday. I ack the gate every night—I 
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°eked it that night a little after darki and before 8 
o' clock. 

Did you mifs the key in the morning ? 
A. I did not. 

(by the prisoner's counsel) If any body had tak-
en out the horfe .and fleigh for half an hour, fhould 
you not have known it ? 

A. I dont know certainly as Ilfhould, the ftable 
is fome way from the houfe. 

Did you fee any thing miflaid ? 
A. Nothing. " 

the llama's bells ? 
A. It has 8, tied on in 4 places—there was no 

harnefs without bells. 
Q... Where was you that evening ? 
A. I was the whole evening in the kitchen, ex-

cept a little while, when I was in the yard getting 
Come wood. 

Q. by the Court. Were the bells tied on Co that they 
could be taken off if you chore ? 

A. They were lb. 
Q.. You onferved nothing unufual about the horfe 

in the morning, you fay—he did not appear as if he 
had been ufed hard ? 

A. I did not. 4 . 

Q... (by one of the jury) When you faw the' bells 
next day, were they tied as you left them ? 

A. They feemed to be tied as' I left them. 
by A. A. G. Did you take notice, do you re-

memper whether they were tied bys yourfelf or nOt ? 
A. I did not. rn 
Q.. How many minutes would it 'Confume to' take 

the bells off and put them on ? I / 
A. Five or fix. et. 

.Q:. by A. A, G: ,If youthad laid the key upon the 
mantle-piece, and fome perfon had taken it off and 
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put it there again after keeping it half an hour, might 
it not have. been done without your knowledge ? 

A. I don't know but that it might, hut I don't 
think, it could, for I was on y once out of the kitchen 
to fetch an armful of wood. 

by the Court. Were the neigh and bind's kept 
together, ' 

A. Yes. 
Q. How long would it take you to hullers the 

horfe -and tackle the frcigh ? 
A. About ten or fifteen minutes. 
Q, Did you fee Levi Weeks that evening ? 
A. Mr. M'Combs and his wife were there—I 

dont exadly know what time they went away, but af-
ter they were gone a lit le time, I heard fomebody 'go 
up. {lairs, about half an hour afterward—.1 Ii:tle before 
9, I went up. itairs and there r law Mr. Levi Weeks 
fitting. 
.Q Are you fure that no other person were in ? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 
LORENA FORREST.-
0. Do you live near Mrs. Ring's Ma'am ? 
A. I live next door. 
Pray tell what you know about this affair. 

,..It was about 12 o'clock, as near as I can recoiled, 
on the zd day of January, the day when the was found, 
that Levi Weeks came in'o our,houfe to buy chine' 
tobaccO—I asked him if there was any news of El-
more.:--he anfwered, no. I told hiin that I expeded 
Ring's family had, for they fLerned much agitated. 
He went away, and in about half an hour he came 
in again whi"e we fat at table, about one o'clock— 
I had heard before this about the muff's being found ; 
Mrs. Ring had informed me—andT told him that 
Mrs. Ring had mentiond to me that the muff and 
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handkerchief had been found in a drain near Bayard's 
lane 

Did you take any particular- notice of his coun-
ienance ? • 

A. I did—I did not perceilie any change or alter-
ation in it. • 

(:),,...,(by one of the jury) •W as the Manhattan. well 
mentioned ? 

A.. There was nothing laid about the Manhattan '! , 
well. 
Qz. Did 'you not hear Mr. Croucher fay, that he 

came near the well the evening when the was miffing ? 
A. Yes, he told me he did,•and faid that he ge-

ncrally came that way. 
JOSEPH WAT KIN S.—This witnefs was prefent 

,at the finding of the body, and he gave pretty nearly 
the fame account with the other witnefs; excepting 
that when he came to defcrihe the marks of violence 
appearing on the deceafed, he faid her locks and ftock-
. iogs were worn out on the ball of her foot, and were 
entirely whole on the upper Fart—this he was poll-
tive of. - 
Q.: Do you remember any thing in the conduCt of 

Mr. Ring that led you to fufpicions of improPer con-
duet between him and Elma ? - 
A-. " About the middle of September, Mrs. Ring 

being in the country, I imagined one night I heard a 
Shaking of a bed and confiderable -noife there, in the . 
fecond flory, where Elma's bed flood; the bed flood 
within ' four inches of the partition. I. heard a rnan's 
voice and a woman's. I ar,n very • possitive that the 
voice was not Levi's. r 
• Q.: by one of the Jury. Could you hear throtigh the 

partition ? • 
A. Pretty diftinCtly, 
Q.: Did the noife of the bed continue any tinie ? 

- Y.; 



A. It continued fome time and it muft have been 
very loud to have awakened me. I heard a man's 
voice pretty loud and lively, and joking ; the voice 
was loud and unguarded. I laid to my wife, it is 
Ring's voice, and I told my wife that girl will be ru. 
ined next. I felt 4 good deal hurt at the time, hut 
rr ver mentioned it or any thin about it to any body 
afterwards, till after Elma was lost. 

CROSS-EXAMINED. 
Q., When did you lair fee the front room in Ring's 

La fe, of which you fpeak ? 
A. I do not know when. 

Have you been there lately ? 
A. No. 

Were yciu there any time laft fall ? 
A. I cannot fay I was. 

Have you ever feen the bed that ita.nds there ? 
A. 1 dont know that I have. 

You have faid the bed was next to your room, 
licw do you know this ? 

A. I have feen the bed placed fo. 
Wh.t kind of partition is it which divides the 

houfes ? . 
A. A plank parti6on; lathed and plaiftered both 

fides. I made it mvfelf. 
Are you certain it was Ring's voice, ? 

A. I took it to be Ring's. 
Q.: Could you diftinguifh the other to be a wo-

loaans' voice ? 
A 1 could not certainly, becaufe it was fo low. 

Did you ever hear any thing before, that in-
duced you to fufpea that there was an improper con-
nedion. between Mr. Ring and Elms. ? 

A. I will not undertake, expressly, to fay. 
When was this ? 

A. A little after the middle of September. 
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•O,, Flow often have you heard this noife of the. 
bed? - - 

A: ' From eight to fourteen times, in the time of 
the fickriefs.. . 
Q.: When did this occur of which you have par-

ticularly fpoke ? 
A: '•  Pollibly froin, the 20th of September to Oc-. 

tobei.•• -• 

Q z, Was this evr.m.'erition'ed do you fq ? 
A. Never out • of the houfe till after the girl was 

miffing ? • - • 
4 " Q. by Prisoner's Counsel. Did you ever hear this 

noife after Mrs. Ring, came from the country ? 
•: A. I never did. • 4 - • ' • 

Q._ Do you remember that. Mrs. Ring came into 
your houfe one m'or'ni* and what did the faY ?. 

A. , She came into our houfe one Morning, and 
faid Elmort Was fo fick finCe"fhe- -.Was at your.houfe. 
laft night, that we have all been employed *to take 
care of her; my wife laid the was not here. Mrs" 

oi Ring laid aye, the told me the had been. 
Q. What charader did Mrs. Ring give of the 

, 
prisoner. -\ -I • • 
, A..1 heard ,her fay, the Thurfday after the was 4 

Tnifling;-that he was very kind and friendly to all the' 
family, particularly ..when lick, but not more fo to 
this girl than to the reft, he was more like one of the 
family than a boarder. 
Q.:. 'bj A. A. G: Did you-ever tell any'Cody that 

. you thought the perfons whom you overheard' was 
Mrs. Ring andElma ? 
A. No. • , 

you ever fpeak of this noife which' you and 
your wife heard in the night to a' ny elfe ? •f; 

A. I dont know but I (ince laid to Croucher that 
believed he had a hand in it. 

•••• 
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Q Did yOU ever convene with Cioucher about 
,where he was the evening Elma was, missing'?. 

A. I asked him once where he was that evening, 
'but do not knuw what anfwer he made. 
• Q. (by Prisoner's counsel.) Did you ever fee Ciduch-
er bufy in fpreading fulpicions aglinft the prifoner 1 A. The day the was laid out, in the ftreet, I law 
I him very bufy in attempting to make, people believe 

that the prifoner was guilty. 
Q. by ( affist. attey, gen.) When did you firft Men-

tion to Croucher what you heard in the chamber -? 
. A. At the Coroners' jury. ' 

Ho* could yon diitinguilh between the voice 
of Mr. Ring and Mr. Weeks ? 

A. Ring's is a high founding voice, that of Week's • •• 

a low loft voice. 
ELIZABETH WATKINS% Hef "depofition 

was read, in which the corroborated the teftimony of 
her hufband; and a fupplementary depofition was next 
produced, which follows. 
[ELIZABETH WATKINS. Her testimony is contained in the 

following Deposition, taken by consent.) • 
DEPOSITION OF ELIZABETH WATKINS. 

0. Did Mrs. Catharine Ring inform you any thing • respecting 
...Levi Weeks's character and his behaviour in tl.le family,,and espe-

-Oally as to any person siek ? 
4. On Thursday evening, afte'r Miss Sands was missing, Mrs. 

'tin came to see this deponent-, and in conversation, aid that Levi 
Weeks as one of the best, most civil, and kind hearted boarders that 
she ever had, and if any of the children were sick, lie was as kind 
'and attentive to them as if they were his own, and' was remarkably 
-affectionate and kind to them on the-slightest complaints they made ; 
and that his behaviour was invariably that of an amiable and obliging 

`-person. 
• . • ELIZABETH WATKINS. 

Sworn this 31st day of March, 1860, -1 
before Me, 

Wm. JOHNSON, 
One of the Justices of the Peace. 



CAPT. A. RUTGERS.—I remember very well 
'meeting Mr. Ring one -da'y, on Sundiy afternoon ; he 
asked me if I had heard of a •muff's beineound any 
where ? I replied it •''as an odd queftion. He laid 
they were looking for a young woman who was inif-
fing, a relation ohis wife's, and the had been gone a 
week. Dasked him what lie fuppofed had becorne 9f 
her; either he or fome perfon with him, laid they ha.d 
reafon to believe fhe was drowned, and they fuppofed 
it was a love fit. I advifed them to employ Mr. G. 
Walgrove: who was an expert perfon at fweeping the 
river on fuch occafions. From what palled at that 
time I had no idea that Mi.. Ring then thought the 
,was murdered. 
LORENA FORREST, called again. 

by Prifoner's Counsel. Have you had at any time 
'any converfation with Uroucher, an what was it ? 

A. A day or two after Elm, was found, he was at 
-:our houfe, and he faid it was a very unfortunate thing 
that he had not come that way kill at the time, as he 
might have faved her life. He faid he had come by 
that night. 
• You are very well perfuaded that he faid this ? 

A. I am, very well. 
A. A. Gen. Repeat the terms of the converfation. 
Witnefs. After the young woman had beer; found. 

ind after the jnry had fat— , 
A. A. Gen. That is 15 days after flie was 10a. 

give us the very terms, Ma'am; if you pleafe. 
• Wiinefs. Upon my telling him what he hid fworn 
before the Grand Jury [You mean the Coroners 7ury.} 
he faid he did come along there that evening', bui not 
at that hour. 

. Did he then fay any thing about Mrs. Brown,. 
or Mrs. Aihmore's houfe ? 
4: tic did not fay any thipz about any li&ife. 
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BETSY WATIONS.—Qz. Did you knoW El-

ma Sands ? 
A. Yes, I knew her very well, for we live next 

door. 
Q. Do you know which was her bed rcioni'? 
A. She had a front bed chamber which was a-1 

gainft my mother's; I know becaufe I ufed to fit out 
upon the ftoop late at night, and when the went to 
bed, the frequently ufed to hold the candle out of the 
window. 
Q Do you remember Mrs Rings' coming into 

your houfe and fpeaking about Elma's being out at 
nights ? 

A. I remember that Mrs. Ring came into our 
houfe one morning and sfad her boarders had , gone 
out without breakfaft, that Elma had been fick all 
night, ever fipce the came from our houfe, and fhe 
thought it arofe from her fittirg over our ftove. My 
mother replied that. the had not been at our houfe—. 
then laid Mrs. Ring, perhaps the has been at Mr. 1, o-
refts. I • 
Q Have you eveeheard Mrs. Ring fay any 'thing 

of the prifoner's behaviour in the family ? , 
A. I heard her fay one day, I think it was Wed-

nefday, after Elma was missing, that he was, very 
• kind and attentive to the family ;" if any of the chil-

,dren had the leaf+ complaint in the world, he was ye-
Ty attentive to them. 

Q. Did Mrs. Ring fay any thing about the ap-
' pearance of El ma the day of the 22d, and what was it ? 

• A': She faid.that in the evening Enna wtnt up 
flairs, and the followed her up with a candle, or went 
up, I cant fay which, the fiked her handkerchief at 
the glafs ; the faid that Elm looked pale, and the told 
her not to be .frightened—no, the faid, and the came 
down and leaned her head upon her. hand —the faid 

• 
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the thought the afterwards heard a whifpering n th'e 
entry. 
DOCTOR PRINCE.—I was called upon by a 

conftable to attend the Coroner's Jury which was fit-
,ting. on n the body of Elma Sands : when I came ia 
e I f,tw the body lying on the table before the Jury; 
I proceeded to examine it; I faw fome fcratches, and 
a fmall bruife on the knee. The body was then dif-
fdted—i faw no extravafatiOns of blood—I faw_ no 
fpots about the neck—I faw a little fpot upon the 
breaec, which F could cover with my thumb —I,faw 
no marks of violence—I faw no appearances but what 
might be accounted for by fuppofing the drowned her- . 
(elf. • 
Q. Did you p'articularly examine the neck ?,• 
A. Not more than any other part. 
Q._ lithere had been any very remarkable ('pots 

would you not have feen them ? 
- I - fhould—I examined particularly—I was called 
for that purpofe. 

(by the court) D,id you fee -no bruife:on 'the 
breaft ? ; 

A. I faw a fmall contufion. , 
Q .. Was the neck broken ? 
Q. t was not, nor was there any dillocation. 
Dr. M ACKINTOSH.—I was called upon toge-

ther with Dr. Prince; on ;he 3d of Januaiy laft to at-
tend a Coroner's inqueft on the body of Elma Sands, 
and I was defired particularly, by the jury, to examine 
and fee if the was pregnant. 1 here were no marks 
of violence—and we clifcovered, to the faiisfaCtion 
the jury, that the was not pregnant. It was fuggefted 
by tome of the jury that her neck was broke: I ex-
amined and found it was 'not, neither was the collar 
bone diflocated. The fcarf skin of the face was fcratched 
as with gravel—near the inflep there was a fmall fpot 

vcr.s= 
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;like a blood Willer. • It feemed as if the'knee had been 
injured by fal!ing upon co Irfe gravel—there was a 
fpor. upon the hreaft„but there were no marks of vi-
ol nce upon tl-e belly—I think there were not marks 
.of violence fufficitnt to occ fin hr r death. 
I have been in the cliftom' of feeing numbers df 

drowned people who have been brought to the Alms-
, tioufe, and have often leen livI fpots of the skin; 
much fuch as I ftw in this inftance. I took it to be 
the eft-ea of fufrocation rather than of any thing elle: 
Q by qilist. attey gen. Would that produce a row 

:of fpots round the neck ? 
A. Why if the body was ganrened it would be 

no matter, it might or it might not. 
0,,f by the court.' If the hand hae beep hurt. by a 

blow, woul I y( u have fren and noticed it ? 
ty• A. Un-lou` tedly I ffv. u'd. 

Was a there any'Water in the body ? 
'A.. A fmall quantiiy, hut vtry little is fufficient 

to drown—there might have been a quart: 
t:'()., by Ow of the jury. Would a fpoonful drown ? 

A. Yes, unlefs it could be thrown up by the ef; 
fe6t of cough.. - 4 
0- Sul pofe file had been killed firft and then thrown 

into the' well; would the body have any water in it 
- A P.might. 
• Q.z. by Prisoner's Counsel. Is it your opinion Sir, 
from all you law, that the death was occafioned by 
drowning? 

A. It is. 
ROMAYNE.—In anfwer to feveral queftions 

put to the witnefs, he taia, I can not undertake to, give 
any decked opinion upon appearances` without feeing 
the body Persons will vary extremely in the accounts 
they give, as wt.11 as in the coclufions they draw from,-
appearances. The impreffions upon the (enrcs, atq 

• 



,• 

t 7§ 
in many ca,fes remarkably nice and cannot be d?fcr'ibe4 
from the, poverty of language, fo as to convey corred 
ideas to others. An experienced perfon of poi judg.z 
thent, might perhaps difcover, upon infpedion, whe-
ther bruifes made upon the body were done before or 
after death. A body which had been taken otr or 
the water would affume a different app.l.annce from 
what it had at &ft, in ten minutes after, it was exoofed 
to air, and every day the appearance of injury done, 
would acquire more vifibility as it advanced in putre-
fadion. I.have examined‘ many bodies after death, 
by hanging, and never could clircover tha-t the red 
colour of the countenance w.s materially changed 
from what it was in life, or juft .before fudden death. 
Preffure upon the veins,,fo as to interrupt the circula-
tion will giva, a blue or black tint or florid appearance ; 
pieffure upon th? arteries is likely to produce palenefs. 

DOCTOR ,HOSACIC--Called' 
Q Is there any way in which the teftimeny we 

have heard can be reconciled ? 
A. I think it may in either of two ways. Firft, 

the fpots might not have been, and Iprefume were 
not as vifible at the time the body was .firft tak(n out 
of .the water, as after it had been expofed to the air 
for form days. This change of color in bruifes is 
not uncommon in the living body, and 1 prefume 
fomewhat fimilar colors may occur by the procels or 
Putrifadion after death. At firft thLre may be very 
little change of color in the injured part, but,. after. 
fome time, it undergoes a very confiderable alteratien. 
Secondly, it occurs to me, that as it was fuppored 
that the neck and collar bone were broken, when the 
was firit taken out of the well, and as I did not fee 
her until the day of interment, it is possible that the, 
frequent turning and bending the ' head and, the, 
frequent .examination of Ole neck to afcertain•the in. • 
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jury diine to the collar bone, I may have produced the 
appearances cin the neck I before mentioned, elpeci-
ally as the body had been dead for feveral days, and 
the veffels .had become tender ; in .which cafe, „very 
little violence might have produced an effufion; of , 
blood under the skin. Thefe circumftances I did not 
advert to in- My examination in the morning, -nOt'.i 
knowing the injury done to the, neck and collar bone, 
which have been fince related. 
Q. How much water will the lungs. take in after j' 
? • 

I I L 

A. Only as much -as the windpipe will hold can ; • 
be recei,ved. The, lungs4 colla-pfe at qe jlafl expira-
tion, and a' very inconfiderable quantity of water can 
be received afterwards. , But *this I do not afrert from 
my ' awn knowledge of,the ilate of the body, after 
death by drowning,. but upon the authority;of Dr.,. 
Coleman, of., London, ,who afrerts that he frequently., 
obferYed this fa.a upon diffeelion., , • 

After the body has lain a long time under water, , 
it is not unufual to find water in , . I 
D 2-A,AVID FORES:L= Having.bFen queflione,cl ifo 

he knew any thing about Croucher the . witnefs 
raid, on the 26th of December laft, Croucher came, • 
to my fibre to buy a,lOaf of . bread, he faid Ring's fa- I-) 
mily was in great diflrefs,' and it - was nothing ftrange 
to him, after what his landlord had laid, . 4nd being 
under the fame roof it gave him great uneafinefs. His 
own opinion he faid was that the girl had made way 
with herfelf. On Friday laa Croucher came running 
into the {lore and laid, what do you think of this in-

„nocent young man now ? there is a material .evidence 
againa him from the Jerfies, and he is taken by the 
,High Sheriff, fir; and carried to jail, he will be carried 
•frornt here fir, to the court and be tried, from there 
he will becarried back to jail, and from thence to 

f'r,/ 



^ 

[ 8i ] 

court again, fir, and from thence to the place of exe-
cution, and there be hanged by the neck till he is 
dead. 
Q.:. Did he fay this in an angry tone ? 
A. I can't fay it was anger or not, he has a quick 

way of fpeaking. 
Had he any particular bufinefs with you at this 

time. 
A. He did not feem to have any but to tell me 

this. 
EZRA LACEY.—I was a lodger in the houfe of 

Mrs. Ring, and was there the night the as miffing. 
Levi Weeks was there about 8 o'clock in the evening 
I felt unwell and I came in about eight o'clock ; I re • 
niember Ruffel who was with me, took out Ms watch 
and faid it was two minutes before, or two minutes 
after eight, I can't fay which. We fat a while, and 
he then took out his . watch again and faid, it was ten 
minutes after 8 ; after this, not long, perhaps 5 or 6 
minutes, we got up and went to bed and left Mr. 
Ring, and this young man and Elma there together— 
' I don't know whether Mrs. Ring was there or not. 

Did you obferve any change in his countenance 
or behaviour after Elma was miffing. 

A. None, not the leaft. 
Qz. Did you obierve any very particular attention 

by the prifoner to Elm 
A. I had lodged in the houfe only 5 or 6 days be-

fore the 2 2 d of December, but I thought he was more 
attentive to Hope than to Elma. 
Q .. Did you ever hear any threats againft the pri-

loner by Ring ? 
A. I was once in company one evening, and Ring 

was there, and I heard fomebody fay if Levi Weeks 
&Quid get clear by law, it would not be fafe for him 

.111164.1.1.-
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to appear in public, and Ring laid he thought fo too. 
Did you not hear threats from Ring himfelf ? ' 

A. I heard Ring fay that if he fhould meet him in 
the dark, he fhould not think it wrong to put him 
a'one fide if he had a loaded piftol, if he thought he 
fhould not be found out in it. I went to the door 
pretty loon after, and Mr. Van Alftine followed me. 
I told him I was really furprifed that Ring fhould 
exprefs himfelf in this manner, he laid he thought fo 
too. • 

DUSTAN.—..Laft Friday morn-
ing, a man, I don't know his name, came into my 
ftore, (here one of the prisoner's counsel held a candle close 
to Croucher's face, who' stood among the croud, and asked • 
the witness if it was he, and he said it was.) , he faid 
" Good morning gentlemen, Levi Weeks is taken up 
by the High Sheriff, and there is frefh evidence 
againft him from Hackenfack."—He then went away 
and as he went out he faid, " my name is Croucher ;", 
and this was all the bufinefs he had with me. 
HUGH M'DOUGALL.—I have been acquaint.: 

ed with this Mr. Croucher for fo.me time, but I never 
liked his looks. On the 2d of January, the- day 
when the body was found, he was extremely bufy 
among the croyd to fpread improper infmuations and 
prejudices againft the prifoner, who was then taken; 
and ampr!g other things he. told a ftory about his lofing 
a pocket book. This condu& I thought unfair, and 
I told him fo plainly. 0 but lays he, there's the ftory 
of the pocket book, and ftopped there.—He ufed to 
bring fcveral articles of wearing apparrel, fuch as 
fhawls, 8cc. to difpofe of, but I noticed that he always 
'managed fa as to come jufc at dinner time—I told my 
. wife that I did not like the man, and defired that the 
would tell him, that in future if he wanted any thing 
of me, that I would call on him. 'Aft Monday, 

A 



while I was bufy in my garden, he came again ; now 
lays he, the.thing has all come out, the thing is fettled, 
there is point blank proof come from the Jerfeys of a 
new fa6t. I told him I thought it wrong and highly, 
improper that he fhould perfecute Weeks in fuch a 
manner when he had a difference with him; that for 
my own part, I wanted-fome further euidence before I 
*thould condemn the man. 
TIMOTHY B. CRANE.—I lodged at Mr. 

Ring's a fortnight—about a week or eight days be-
fore the girl was missing.-  

Q. Did you obferve any particular attentions 
from the prifoner to Elma ? 

A. I thought he paid as much attention to Hope 
as to her—I•left the houfe on the i4th of Decem-
ber. 

Q._ What was Elma's temper when you was there, 
was the unufually gay ? 

A. She teemed of a melancholy make; fometimes 
the would pals a joke, but if feemed forced." 

Had you any opportunity of examining the 
countenance and condua of Levi ? 

A. On Wednefday after the was miffing, I was 
told that Levi was fufpeeted, and that it would be hi 
ruin. I obferved particularly after that, his counte-
nance and behaviour; I could riot fee that there was 
the leaft difference in either. He laii out the work 
of the fhop as ufual. I inquired of my friends every 
day, Sand was told that things grew worfe and worfe, 
fufpicions rofe higher arid I watched,him clofer, but 
never difcovered the le,aft alteration. 

CROSS EXAMINATION. 
How long was Elma tick while you were there ? 

A. Nearly half the time. 
Q .. Was not her melancholy owing to her ficknefs 
A. No. 
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Q by Prisoner's Counsel. Did you never fee her take 

unufual quantities of Laudanum ? 
A. I was there one evening and Dr. Snedecher 

was prefent; the asked him for Laudanum; and he 
off.red to give her tome if the would let him drop 
it into her mouth, which the confented to, and he 
dropt a number of drops into her mouth which fur-
prifed us all, the laid the withed the had a phial full 
the would take it. 

Q. Did Mrs. Ring ever tell you that the never law 
Elma after the went up-ilairs ? 

A. I underflood her that the never law her after 
the went upflairs; I will not be very pofitive, but it 
is JIM my belief. 

Q. by the court. Did the fpeak of her adjufting her 
• fhawl ? 

A. I think the faid fhe put it on below. 
JOHN B. COMBS.—Q. Do you remember any 

thing that happened the evening that Elma was mis-
? 

A. Between fix and feven o'clock on the zzd of 
December, my wife and my fell went to the houfe of 
Ezra Weeks; when we came in we found Levi fitting 
there, and he remained till eight o'clock; he convert-
ed as ufu 11, and when he got up to go away, he ftood 
leaning for a minute upon the back of a chair, and then 
bid us good night. He appeared in no hurry to go 
at all. 
O by one of the fury. How did yon, know it was 

8 o'clock ? 
A. . We went from Ezra Weeks' to Henry Cle-

ments, where we flayed about twenty minutes. 
How far is that ? 

A. A few minutes walk only—It was eight 
o'clock as near as I can judge. 

A 
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Qz:. How long did you remain' at•Ezi•a Week's ? 
A. About twenty or twenty-five minutes. 

What time did you get home ? • 
A. It was little after.nine. 

Why are you fo particular in your recollec-
tion ? 

A. Becaufe Henry aements came to me the. 
Wednefday after flue was miffing, to afic if I could 
remember who was at Ezra Weeks' with me that , 
Sunday evening, for altho' it might feem odd, yet I 
fhould hear mofe of it. . 
FLIZABE Ili. WEEKS—The Depofition of this 

wit.nt-fs was taken and read by confent, and is as fol., 
lows: 

-. City and County of New-York, ss. • 

ELIZABETH WEEKS, wife of Ezra Weeks, of the city of 
New-York, being duly sworn, saith, That on Sunday, the 22d day 
of December last, she and her husband were at home. That a-
bout candle light, or a little while after, Mr. John Mc Combs, and 
- his wifq came in, that Levi Weeks, (the person charged with the 
murder of Julianna Elmore Sands), was then in the room, and re-
inained with the company till after the house clock struck eight, 
and then went away ; that to the best of this deponent's knowledge 
and belief, Mr. and Mrs. Mc Combs left the house about twenty or 
twenty-five minutes after eight by the house clock ; that after her 
husband had lighted Mr. and Mrs. Mc Combs out, and had re-
turned into the room, before he had time to fit down, the said Levi 
Weeks came in, and le named with them, conversing on the business 
to be performed the next day—appeared cheerful, eat a hearty sup-
per, and went off to his lodgings, as she believes, about ten o'clock; 
and, that he appeared as cheerful as usual—she saw no particular 
difference in his condua or behaviour. 

tr ELIZABETH WEEKS. 
Sworn, this 18th day of January, 1800. , 

member any thing about Mr. Mc Combs and 
wife being at Ezra Weeks' on the 22d of December. 

before me RICHARD HARISON, 
Recorder of New-York. 

DEM.AS MEED, called again —CZ: Do you:re-

,  • 

his 

A. Yes, I remember,very well that I heard Mr. 

r 
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Ezra Weeks fay at the door, C hand a candle.'— 
After Mr. Mc Combs was gone, I heard fomebody 
go upftairs, and in about half an hour I went up 
and found Mr. Levi Weeks fitting there.1 

.C___EZR A. WEEKS, On Sunday the 22d 1 Decem-
ber, my brother Levi came to my houfe about nine 
o'clock in the moriiing, I went to Church and, left 
him there, I dined that day at my father-in law's, and 
did not return home fill about 5 o'clock in the after-
noon. juft as we had drank tea and were yet fitting 
at the table before we lit candles, my brother came in, 
and I believe in about half an hour afterwards Mr. and 
Mrs. M'Combs came in, and my brother taiTied till 
about 8 o'clock, whether a little before or a little af-
ter I cannot fay.. Mr.. M'Combs and his wife fat 
about 20 minutes as near as I can judge after my bro-
ther went out, I lighted them down ftairs and held the 
candle to light them all the way to Mr. Rhinelander's 
corner, it being very flippery and dark cautioned 
them to take care. I came up again,juft as I fit dawn 
the candle,. before I had time to fit down myfelf, Levi. 
my brother came in to enquire about the bufinefs of 
the next day, as he had the charge of my fhop, un-
derftanding the bufinefs as well as myfelf, and very 
attentive to it, I am feldom at the iholi more than 
once a day. I attended to the bufinefs abroad, took 
dimenfions of work on my memorandum, and gave it 
to my brother in writing, his bufinefs was to give 
diredions to the journeymen for execution—Here is 
eight doors on my memorandum, (producing it to 
the Court and Jury) of different dimenfions for Mr. 
James Cumming's houfe,. which he took down that 
evening on a piece of paper as I called them off: he 

,  gave diredions to the journeymen for their execution 
—the doors was made without any rniftake, fitted for' 
their defigned plades, and without any further direc-



1r 

tions from me. It was a general pra6tice of inf..bro-
ther's to call o'n me of an evening to confult me about 
bufinefs of the next day, and if company happened 
to interfere, if he did not ftay till the company was 
gone, he feldom failed to come in again before he 
went to bed. That night he came accordingly, he 
eat a hearty (upper, he was as cheerful as ever I faw 
him, tarried till about ro o'clock, and I fuppofe, 
went home as ufual.' 

Qt_efl. by Counfel for Prifoner. Did your brother 
inform you that the muff and handkerchief were 
found prior to his arreft ? 

Anfw. On the zd day of January hit, -about two; 
o'clock in the afternoon, I was fitting down to dinner 
and Levi came and told me that Mrs. Forefr had told 
him that the muff and handkerchief was found in a 
well near Bayard's lane, I told him that I fuppofectit 
mull: be the Manhattan well. 

Qzteft. by the afffiiant att'y Gen. How came you. 
to mention the Manhattan well ? 

Arflw. The reafon why the Manhattan well came. 
fo firft to my recolleation, was that I had furnifhed the 
wood materials for that well, arid as my bufinels often 
called me that way I rode pall: the well almoft every 
day. 
Qz. Did your,brother know where the Well was ? . 

. A. I believe he knew the fituation to the Well. 
Qz. Had he not been there before the arreft? 
A. Not to my knowledge. I do not think he was 

there until his arreft. I underftooci him that he was 
never there before the officer took him there, but 
I am not certain. / 
CHARLES THURSTON.—Qz. Are you ac-

quainted with Mr. Levi Weeks ? • 
A. It is about two years fince I HI worked there, 

Ern, in the capacity, of a journeyman, then as a fore-
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mati. I was there about Chriftrnas: There wa:s a ru-
mour in the fhop that Mifs Elma Sands was miffing. 
Mr. Levi Weeks then kept the books, and they were 
kept juft as well as they had been before, and his con-
du& was as ufual. From the time the girl was mif-
fing I never faw any difference in his condua. 
PETER FENTON, & JOSEPH HALL.—Thefe 

N,vitneffes were produced to fhew the diftance froin 
Ring's houfe to the Manhattan well, by Greenwich-
flreet, and they teftified that it was 79 chains, that is, 
a mile wanting 22 yards. The diftance by Broad-
way and Barley-ftreet is greater. The laft witnefs 
added, that he had made the experiment to fee in how 
fhort a time a horfe might be drove from Rings' to 
the M anhattan well, and back again, and found it fif-
teen minutes. He gave the prifoner a good charaEter. 
The Affifiant Attorney General addreffed the court 

a fecond time,on the propriety of admitting the expref-
lions of the deceafedtb bc given in evidence. He faid 
he had no idea 'of attempting to qutftion the former 
decifion of the Court, but the caufe had now affumed 
another ccmplexion; it had now been made a point 
of defence, that the 'inind of the deceafed was me- , 
lancholy and deranged—he thought the woids as 
well as the look and .behavidur of the deceafed, 
fhould be given in evidence, it being equally an 
index of, the mind and difpofiliOn and that in his 
opinion, this was the only V.iay to arrive at truth. 

Col. Burr was about to reply, but the Court told 
him it was unneceffary: they faid the' diftindio'n 
taken by the Affiftant Attorney General, was not 
fuch as to induce them to change their opinion. 
, Mr. RING was called up again and examined by 
the Court. 
q: What time did you dire a the docks to be 

dragged ? 
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A. I believe it was the firft Sunday after the was 
miffing. 
Qz, , What induced you to do this ? 
A. I looked in the neareft dock, becaufe I heard 

that Ezra Weeks had declared that his brother had 
not been abfent above Is minutes, and therefore I 
fuppofed her drowned. We fwept near Rhineland-
er's battery, becaufe I thought it was the handieft 
place, and being.a bye-place, I thought it the mioft. 
likely. 
Qz. Is it a noted place ? 
A. Pretty much fo behind the battery. 
FREDERICK RHINELANDER. — 

Do you know the prifoner at the bar, and what 
charaEter does he bear ? 

A. I have known him fome time, and have always 
confidered him an induftrious, aaive young man. 
The witnefs faid, that at the requeft of David 

Hitchcock, on behalf of the prifoner, he had walk-
ed on Saturday laft from Ring's to the Manhattan 
well, and it took him 20 minutes: He had done it 
a fecond time, when it took him 20 minutes to go 
and 15 to return. 

by prisoner's counsel. Is not the road to the well 
a very rough and dangerous road ? 

A. Yes. 
Q._ Should you fuppofe that any perfon could drive 

a fleigh or carriage there in a dark. night at all ? 
A. No, I fhould not. 
EZRA WEEKS, called again.—Do you know 

whether your horfe and fleigh was out that evening ? 
A. I had no charge of my horfe, my apprentice 

took care of him, I did not fee him once a fortnight, 
I do not know as he had him that night. 
JONATHAN BURR AL, Cafhier of the Bank.— 

This witnefs faid, the Directors of the Bank had em-
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ployed Mr. Ezra Weeks to erect a houfe for the Bank, 
(which he at prefent Lved in ythe fummer before laft; 

Lthat be was feldom there and the charge of the work 
5fell upon I ev,i Weeks, the prifoner. He had always. 
confidere.d him as a very induitrious, prudent, civil 
and obliging young man. His condua impreffed 
- the witnefs with a favourable Opinion of his morals 
and his temper. 
'PHILIP ARCUL A RIOS—Said he had- Icnown 

the prifoner for five years pall, and agreed with Mr.. 
Burral, in the charac, er he . gave of h m. 
THOMAS ASH.—This witnefs had known him 

for four or five years, and always remarked him for 
his mocieft and prudent behaviour. 
, Mr: Mc Combs had always confidered the pri-

foner a man of a very tender difpofition. 
WILLIA M PLIMART, added that he had a very 

favorable opinion of him, he was of a very mild tem-
per. 

The evidence for the prifoner being clofed, the 
A,ffis't .Atey Gen'l called up a few more witneffes in 

behalf of the People. 
• .MATHFIN MUSTFE.—:-I faw a young man the 

Sunday.4eek before the *girl was miffing with a pole 
in his hand (interrupted by counsel for prisoner.) 
:Q. Do you know I evi Weeks ? hquld you know 

the perfon you fpeak of if you faw him ? 
A. I c1( nt know as I fhouId. 

A. A. G. Take the candle and look round 
and fee if you can pick him out. He went nearer 

C' the prifoner. and pointing to him faid that was he. 
Q . by Ps. CouVel. Will you undertake to fwear 

tliat is the man you faw at the well? . 
A. I cannot fwear to him. 
• Qz_ by A. A. G. Well, fir, tell what you faw— 
'A. The Sunday before the young woman was mif. 

1 114 
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As-

fing, I faw a young man founding the Manhattan 
well with a pole. I went up to him and afked what 
he was about, he laid he made the carpenter's work, 
and that he wanted to know the depth of the water. 
Be- meafured it in different places, and found it 5 
foot 5 inches, 5-8 and 6 foot. 
Q1. How was this man dreffed ? 
• A. He had on a blue coatee, red jacket, blue 

breeches and white flockings. 
Elias Ring being called and alked if the prifoner 

wore fuch a drefs, he faid he never faw him wear 'a 
red jacket. ' 

A. A. G. If the court pleafe we give up this point. 
Gt ORGE FLEMING.— File wiinefs faid he had 

known Elias Ring 5 or 6 years at,W ft-Point, and 
:while he lived in his neighbourhood, , he bore the 
char2.:ter of a man of credit. 
RICHA.RDSON UNDERHILL.—He gave Elias 

Ring a good charaCter, and he faid dma was of a 
cheerful difpofition and good company, but he had 
not feen her for 6 months pail. 
HENRY CLEMEN I.— Gave Ring a good cha-

raEter, ,and he faid he was refpeCted as far as he knew 
among the Friends, and he joined in giving Elma 
the chara:ter of a lively, cheerful difpofition. 
.Q 1,o you recollea any thing about Mr. 111' 
Combs' coming to your houfe one Sunday evening. 

A. Yes, I rememba his coining in on a Sunday 
evening which I found afterwards was the fame on 
which Lima Sands was miffing. He and his wife 
came in, and he obferved it was rather late to viii 
a neighbour, he faid it was 9 o'clock, or about 
o'clock; at any face g o'clock was fomehow men. 
tioned. • 

Qz.. Do you know what time it was yourfelf ? 

Ai I do not. 42 
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How long did they flay ? 

• A. Not half an hour I am fure, and I don't think 
it was half the time. 
MATTHEW VAN ALSTINE.— 
'Qz. Did Ezra Lacey ever ask you, or fay any thing 

to you about an obfervation of Ring, refpeaing the 

prifoner ? 
A. One evening Ezra Lacey asked me if • I did 

.not hear Mr. Ring fay he would fhoot Weeks ? He 
related the circumftances, I made no anfwer; he faid 
he thought it very wrong in Mr. Ring, I faid I • 
thought fo too, but to fay that I heard Mr. Ring fay 
fo, I never did. It is poffible it might have been 
faid and I not hear it. 

.1Q.FIN WILLIS—Said he had known Etna 8 
months or -2 years, and always found her cheerful 
and lively; he had known Ring Rime. tithe arid ne-
ver heard any harm of him. 
ELEASER B JOHN BURK, NATHANI-

EL RING.— I hefe witneffes united in faying that 
;they had been for fome time acquainted with Guli-
elma SandS, and that the was of a lively, cheerful 

difpofition. ' 
rs. RING again.—Being asked if Elma was in 

the habit of being out of nights ? She faid the never 
was'to my knowledge, never fo as to alarm me; and 
.as to his kindnefs to my children, I muft contradia 
'that, as to the reft it may be true, for he ever ap-
.pedr d of a tender difpofition. 
Q.. Did you not fay that you went to the front 

door that evening ? . 
A. The moment Levi came in, I got up and went 

to the front door that he fholild not fufpea me of 
knowing what .1 lina had told me. 
ANN BROWN cr AI\ N ASHMORE.---On the 

.22d day of December, being my little boy's birth-

A 
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day, I invited fome of my friends to come and fup 
mith me; and among the reft Mr. Croucher. This 
was between i z and i o'clock, accordingly between 
4 and 5 o'clock in the evening he came and remain-
ed there till 4 or 5 minutes after it. 
Q.:, Could he have been abfent 20 minutes during 

the time ? 
A. No, he was not. 
MARY SEARING, ANN FARREL, JACOB HOPPER, 

jEFFAEY MEEKS.----Thefe witneffes all tellified that 
they fuppecl with Mrs. Brown on the occafion of the 
birth-day of her fon, and that Croucher was of the 
party, and that he came between 4 and 5 o'clock. 
and that he remained there till after lo, fome of 

them faid after ii o'clock. 
When queftioned as to time, they could none of 

them remember exaaly the day of the month, fome 
faid it was after Chriftmas, and fome in the holy-days. 
They all agreed, however, that it was on a Sunday-, 
and that it was the birth-day of Mrs. Brown's child. 
RICHARD DAVID CROUCHER called again.— 
Q._ How many times was you at Ring's on Sund.ay-

evening of the 22d of December ? 
A. Three times, and the lateft about three o'clock. 
Q., Did you ever publifh thF handbills about appa-

ritions, murder, &c. ? 
A. No, I never did, nor do I know who did, T was-

at a Mrs. Wellham's, and l faw one there which I 
asked leave to bring it to Ring's, but I was not per-
mitted, and that is all I know of them or ever faw of 

At 25 minutes pall 2 o'clock, in the evening, the 
them. 

examination clofed. Seventy-five witneffes having 

Col. Burr; read to the jury, the following paf-
been fworn. 

• 

1 
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fages from Hale's Pled of the Crown, p. 289, 
290. 

In some cases presumptive evidences go far to prove a person 
guilty, tho' there be no express proof of the fa el to be committed 
by him, but then it . must _ be very warily pressed, for it is better 
five guilty persons should escape unpunished, than one innocent 

person should die. 
If a horse be stolen from A. and the same day B. be found up-

on him, it is a strong presumption that B. stole him, yet I do re-
member before a very learned and wary judge in such an instance 
B. was condemned and executed at Oxford . assizes, and ..)%et within 
two assizes after C. being apprehended for another robbery and con-
viaed., upon his judgement and execution, confessed he was the man 
that 'stole the 'horse, and being closely pursued desired B. a stranger 
to walk his horse for him, while he turned aside upon a necessary 
occasion, and escaped; and B. was apprehended with the horse, 
and died innocently. 

Another that happened in my remembrance in Stadfordshire 
where A. Was long misSing, and upon strong presumptions B. was 
supposed to have murdered him, and to have consumed him to`ashes, 
in an oven, that he should not be found, whereupon B. was in-
diaed aLmurder, and conviet and . executed, and within one year 
after A. returned, being indeed sent beyond sea by B. against his 

and so, tho' B. justly deserved death, yet he really was nOt 
guilty of the offence for which he suffered. 

( The Counfel for the prifoner, now propofed to 
fdbmit the caufe to the charge of the Court— he 
Affiftant Attorney-General wifhed that the Court 
would adjourn, a they had done the preceding night; 
he ftated that he had not flept fince the morning that 
the caufe was open d, and had then been without 
repofe forty-four hours; that he found hirrifelf fink-
ing under this fatigue, and confidering that the pri-
forier's counfel, who were to precede him would pro-
bably take feveral hours,. it would be morning before 
'be could begin his addrefs to the Jury—that really 
be had not ftrength • to proceed further that night, 
and fhould.therefore 1.e under the neceffity of aicent-
ing to the propofition of the other fide, unlefs the 
Court would adjourn—He was anxious that the 
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(dourt fhould do this, becaufe he thought it import-
ant that the Jury fhould hear obfervations on the 
teltimony. 

The :_ ourt however, faid it would be too hard to 
keep the Jury together another night withOut the 
conveniencies neceffary to repofe, and they there-
fore could not think it proper. ' 

The CHIEF YusrIcE in charging the yury observed, 
That from the manner in which the trial had been 

conduaed, he had been led to fuppose that the ar-
guments of the counfel would have afforded him fuf-
ficient time to acljuft and arrange the mafs of evidence, 
which, in its progrefs, had been brought into view— 

, that it had, unexpeaedly, became his duty to charge 
them immediately after the teftirnony was clofed— 
but that he fubmitted to this with lefs reluaance 
from a perfuafion that a minute detail was not effen-
tial to enable them to determine on the cafe accord-
ing to its juftice, as the evidence applying to the 
points on which it ought to be decided, in his opinion. 
lay in a fmall compafs— 1 hat the queflion they had 
to decide involved confiderations of great moment, 
both to the public and the prifoner—To the public as 
deeply interefted in the deteaion and punifhment of 
crimes of the atrocious nature of that with which the 
prifoner was charged--To the prifoner, as on their 
verdia depended his life and every thing dear to the 
human mind—That thefe v)bfervations were only 
pertinent fo far as they might operate to flimulate 
their attention and prompt to a dupaffionate eftimate 
of the evidence—but that they ought not to be per-
mitted to influence them from pronouncing the result ' 
of their inveftigations according to the impreffions 
they had made on their minds, regardlefs of the 
confequences attached to their determination—that 
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their path of duty was clearly and diftinaly traced, 
for them to find the prlfoner guilty y. in their confciences. 
they believed him fo from the evidence—to acquit him 
if they thought him innocent—That previous to his 
confidering the nature and effea of the evidence, it 
might be well to obferve that this matter had, in a 
confidcrable degree, excited the public attention— 
that it had interefted the paffions of many, and that 
a variety of reports refpeaing it had been circulated, 
fome Of which muft, unavoidably, have been com-
municated to them—that by whatever motie prompt-
ed, they did not deferve attention, and that they 
ought not to have attached to them the leaft confe-
quence, or to mingle with the faas difclofed by the 
witneffes—that the obligation they had incurred 
when -they became Jurors, limitted them to the evi-
dence produced on the trial, and that that only could 
juitify the verdia they were called upon to give on 
this occafion—that in this cafe it was not pretended 
that pofitive proof of the cornmiffion of the murder 
by the prifoner was attainable, but that it had been 
attempted to prove his guilt by circumftantial evidence, 
and that if it could be eftablifhed by a number of 
circumflances fo conneaed as to produce a rational 
conviaion that he was the perpetrator of the crime, 
it would be as much their duty to find him guilty, 
as if it was made out by direct and pofitive teftimo-
ny—that there were points in which the circumflances 
attempted to be combined were not fo fatisfaaorily 
couneaed as to enable them to pronounce the prifon,-
er guilty.— flat it was doubtful whether Gulielma 
Sands left the houfe of Elias Ring in company with 
the prifoner fo as to impofe it on him to account for 
the manner in which he had difpoied of her—that 
the teftimony refpeaing the one horfe fleigh, did not 
appear to be fuch as ta juftify a prefurniition, ,. that 
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the prisoner had personally any agency in them, for 
that if the relation of Susannah Broad did not satis-
fy them, that the sleigh was taken out of the lumber 
yard of the prisoner's brother at or about the time 
Gulielma Sands disappeared, it must be evident that 
the relations of the other witnesses respecting a sleigh 
and the cries of distress heard near the Yanhattan 
Well could have no application to the prisoner- that 
Mrs. Broad's testimony was confused as to the time, 
and indistinct and unsatisfactory as to circumstances 
-that the prisoner appeared to be a young man-
that it was fully proved that he had sustained a fair 
character, and that he was of a mild disposition- that 
it was difficult to discover what inducement could 
have actuated him in the commission of the crime 
with which he was charged- that the declarations 
made by the prisoner after he became an object of 
suspicion did not appear to be inconsistent with inno-
cence- that the witnesses produced on the part of the 

(w--

prisoner had accounted for the manner in which he 
spent the evening, excepting a few minutes- that 
from the account the medical gentlemen, who had 

_ .;Ileen„axarli,i,nshad given of the rgi#te -of the  Corpse 

''••• 
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of Gu'...ielm-al— soon after it was taken out of the Well, 
it was very doubtful whether she had been exposed 
to any other violence than that occasioned by the 
drowning 7 that intimation had been given in the 
course of the trial, tending to question the credibili-
ty of some of the witnesses- but that it was not ne-
cessary to examine this point, for admitting all the 
circumstances related by the witnesses on the part of 
the prosecution to be stated without any disposition 
to discolour them to the prejudice of the prisoner, the 
court were unanimously of opinion that the proof 
was insufficient to warrant a verdict against him, and 

[98] 

that with this general charge they committed the 
prisoner's case to their consideration. 

The Jury then went out, and returned in about five 
minutes with a verdict-- NOT GUILTY. 

THE END 

(Copy-right Secured) 
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